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1TH the pauiBg of 
Seiner Quornc, master 
scientist of Jupiter, 
from the scheme at 


er the will of the Central Intelligence 
being absolute, there began Cor the 
three greatest scientists on Earth a 
new era of activity 
“Why don't we do ae 1 suggested 


“Nothing at all; very laudable. The 
only point is, my dear, I cant think 
of any planetary population* which 
need helping. From here to Plum 
they are all under our aegia and our 
benefits are theirs. Whom are we 
supposed to help?” 

“That is what has been baffling me, 
too,” the Amazon commented, turn* 
log her beautiful face toward the two 
at the further end of the sunny roof¬ 
top solarium. 


greet building where the Amason bad 
her London hcedquarters. Below, 
there stretched the enormity of cita¬ 
dels which was the metropolis Over¬ 
head there come and went the fleets 
of soundless aircraft Occasionally a 
jet-powered spaceship took off in a 
soul-tearing scream, which faded as 
the vessel climbed beyond the limits 
ot the atmosphere Here was the 
world of a future time—vuiet. organ¬ 
ised. and prosperous 

“You once said^ Abna remarked, 
“that we should start a kind of super 
‘help your neighbor’ campaign and 
call ourselves the Cosmic Crusader*. 
A kind of helping hand to those 
planetary Inhabitants who haven't 
our knowledge and resources.” 

“Right!” Vlona confirmed. “Any- 
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things he was her equal, sod tn a few 
isolated Instances her master, though 
she hod never admitted it «NI never 

“At least,” the Golden Amazon her* 
self said, “it would be a change fra 


where telescopic power cannot reach. 
Worlds nearer to the Milky Way *H»t. 
to us. The galaxial deeps, so far 
removed from here that our System 
would not be apparent to them any 
more than theirs is to us." 

The Amazon said: “We ve been lain 
the Outer Deeps before, Vlona. and 
have never seen a trace of a planetary 
system—unless you include odd dead 
planets here and there, little better 
than hulks.” 

“Until we get out into the Deeps 
ourselves, mother, we can’t state any¬ 
thing for certain. I'm thinking ef 
possible Systems which may exist In 
the region of Alpha Centauri. Alpha 
being the nearest star to ue— together 
with Proximo which makes for Alpha 
being s double-sun—there's no raaeoa 
why a System should not exist around 
him as our System exists around ear 
own sun." 

“Quite possible.” Abna agreed. 
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THE COSMIC CRUSADERS 


grease from his activities. 

Everything in order.** he an¬ 
nounced. Near as I can estimate 
we'll need twenty copper disintegrative 
blocks for this trip, which is at much 
as wr can carry Alter that we’ll 
have to look elsewhere for fresh sup¬ 
plies. The 20 blocks allows eno u gh 
and to spare to make the trip to Alpha 
Centauri and back again." 

The Amazon figured quickly and 
then looked surprised. "But 20 blocks 
is a tremendous number. Abna! In 
free space once we’ve achieved our 
required velocity, we ll move at a con¬ 
stant speed without the power plant." 

I’m a ware of it. but don’t overlook 
that the period of acceleration will be 
enormously* protracted due to our 
having to build up velocity to many 
times that of light. That will be a 
tremendous drain on the power supply. 
Then again we do not know that space 
from Pluto to Alpha Centauri will be 
absolutely clear. There may he the 
colossal bulks of burned-out anas te 
fight against, their graetties infinitely 
greater than anything we have ever 
encountered before. There are dozen* 
of unknown factors, hence the pre¬ 


trots. as compactly contained as though 
mm a typewriter keyboard B> this 
means they could each do their re¬ 
spective part* in controlling the mighty 
vessel, the slave switchboards being 
ee —acted to the masters in the © 0 * 1 - 

Ahna. lying calmly with his fore* 
arms in the movable reals, held his 
fingertips above the * button* and 
looked at the clock in the ceiling 
"Fifteen seconds to go." he said, and 
moved the button which started up 
the power plant. Immediately a dull 
whining pervaded the sealed-in silence 
•Shi." Abna said poesently. "Five 

It was the Amazon's bond which 


**Oeod-by? That sounds like the end 
of the rood. Sure* it Isn’t that’ 

"ft asay he. Once we are launched 
way beyond the nearest star we shall 
not come back to Earth without very 
good reason Earth oo longer has 
need of us Our future lies amongst 
the stars, trying to build up those 
backward scientific races which need 
aid. Everything we do shall be in the 
name of this home world of ours, of 
course, but. Well, the journeying 
may take many years. Even centuries. 
You are a natural human being, Chris, 
and tor that reason your life span Is 


thing upon which to exercise my tal¬ 
ents. Your idea of a flight to Alpha 
Centauri is like the old days—the 
freedom of space, the call of adven¬ 
ture. the magnificent tension of never 
knowing what is to happen next. 
Maybe we might make a beginning 
in trying te unify the Universe We 
might even start to obliterate all those 


eace among thinking 
Me Yes. Viona. I'm all 
to Outer Space What 

wr 

oes Certainly there is 
o on Earth except mope 


Chris shook bis white-haired head 
vehemently. I’ll never believe that. 
Vi. You'll he bock before I die. with 
some new wonder to relate." 

The Amazon only shrugged and 
turned to the dbor In another mo¬ 
ment she had left the colossal admini¬ 
strative Space Edifice and was on her 
way in her private atomic-helicopter 
to the greet hangar where reposed her 
space machine, the Ultra. The hangar 
lay ootaide the city itself, an enormous 
building housing the most powerful 
space machine ever known. Into its 
design had gone the combined genius 
of three scientific intellectuals and 


cerned since the internal Chambers 
were all built en universal mount mgs 
Externally, the Ultra was almort at the 


have the mastery of mind over matter 
so complete that you can project your¬ 
selves anywhere at any time by using 
sufficient concentration Since there 
are no harriers ta thought, why go to 
all the trouble of a space journey in 
the Ultra when you can mentally pro- 
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THE COSMIC CRUSADERS 


•d yet latter, each _ 

^rax - 

—at which point acceleration mi usu¬ 
ally slackened off—the power was still 
jacreaaod. Motionless, beginning now 
t* foel the terrible dragging welgnt of 
acceleration upon them, tie three 
aovod their buttons in the correct 
sequences, watching meanwhile the 
fanUstic gyrations of the velocimeter 
needle as miles per second flashed 
into hundreds, thousands, and tens of 
thousands of miles per second They 
were travelling now at a prodtgous 
velocity', and with every moment It 
was still increasing. 

They were beyond the of bit of the 
Moon and flashing onward toward the 
orbit af Mars The needle of the vel¬ 
ocimeter slowly advanced. Switches 
clicked Hearts labored Breathing 
became a vast effort, herculean though 
the three were in strength The 
metal walls around them were spin¬ 
ning in a blaze of lights which slowly 
faded as they foundered in 


With nothing to guide it in the way 
of a human hand, the Ultra thereafter 
flashed onwards with awful velocity, 
the automatic controls functioning per¬ 
fectly under the guidance of electronic 
brains The three on their sprung 
beds remained motionless, their fore¬ 
arms still clamped to the rests above 
the slave switches, a precaution so that 
they might, upon return to conscious¬ 
ness. be able to handle the switches 
if at all possible Without the rests, 
dragging weight could have made their 
arms useless and their hands mere 
dead lumps of clay 

Beyond Mars’ orbit, still with the 
velocity mounting Then onwards past 
the asteroids, sweeping with prodigious 
speed far above that deadly ‘‘mine¬ 
field’’ of floating bodies, and so out 
to the territory occupied by gigantic 
Jupiter Here the automatic repul¬ 
sion gear came into action and kept 
the hurtling vessel clear of the deadly 
drag of the monster’s gravity. 

Within a matter of minutes, so un¬ 
believable was the speed which had 
new been attained. Jupiter was reced¬ 
ing into the gulf and superb Saturn 
was ahead. Non-stop, onwards and out¬ 
wards. commencing now to approximate 
the incredible speed of light itself— 
186.000 miles a second. 

Saturn — Uranus — Neptune — 
Pluto— The three remained uncon¬ 
scious. pressed down into a state ap¬ 
proximating that of suspended ani¬ 
mation. scarcely breathing, their hearts 
struggling under the load of accelera¬ 
tion . And so into the deeps beyond 
Pluto, into those vast, incomprehen¬ 
sible spaces yawning between the edge 
ef the Solar System and far-flung 
Alpha Centauri. And as yet only half 
of the copper block in the power unit 
had been consumed late atomic power. 

Abna stirred slowly and imme¬ 
diately he did so he felt his pulses 
racing as life began to surge through 
Him. For a long moment be lay look¬ 
ing ot the softly glowing yellow lights 
to the curved metal ceiling overhead 
s gaze he assessed the 


by. in their sprung beds, the 
i and Mona were also slowly re- 
* i and. like Abna. 



I straps, 
pinning 

_1 ■■ __ „..J mm p 

constant velocity having been attained, 
everything had become weightless. 

Moving with featherweight 
Abna unbuckled the straps from about 
him and literally floated from his bed 
to the switchboard. Here be pressed 


being the artificial gravity which made 
movement normal. This done, Abna 
moved te the observation port and 
gaaed steadily out into space. 1b the 
rear of the vessel everything was 
darker *« i e n platinum dust: to the 
front there was the great backdrop 
of the First Galaxy—the Milky Way— 
and. stHi dead in Une with the Ultra's 
noee. so flawlessly had the ceurse 
been mapped, there lay the glimmer¬ 
ing point of Alpha Centauri. Abna 
1 at It for a long time, until at 


length ho was aMe to determine that 
Alpha was not one point but two^phe 
first evidence ef its binary nature was 



“Pretty well from the leak ef things. 

haven’t checked an the instruments 
we’ie plainly moving at a 
i af light. Lank to roar- 
nothing but darkness. 
Wo re moving so fast that light wares 
from object* we’ve left behind can’t 
catch up with us." 

The Amazon looked into the abysmal, 
terrifying void and gave a nod. She 
had seen thb amazing phenomenon 
before—a gulf wherein no light ex¬ 
isted because it simply could not keep 
up with the incredible speed ef the 
spaceship. 

“For your edification." Viona said, 
studying the instruments, "we are mov¬ 
ing now at 500.000 miles a second! 
That .is a (rifle over three tiroes the 
speed of light; Enough to make Fitz¬ 
gerald turn in his grave. Isn't K?" 

"And yet,” the Amazon murmured, 
her eyes on the store ahead, 
u so vast thst even at ou 
velocity we do not seem to 
nearer to the stars as minute succeeds 
minute. As for Alpha Centauri out 
there, we’ve still a vast distance to go." 

Abna turned to the electronic cal¬ 
culator and for a moment or two 
busied himaeli with feeding figures 
into its mechanical brain. After a 
while the answer appeared in a row 
of small windows. It read "8” and 
was followed by 15 noughts in a row. 

‘Five thousand billion miles." Abna 
said, turning "We are now that far 
away from Earth Which means we 
have covered a quarter of the distance. 
We'll maintain the present velocity for 
the time being and then step our¬ 
selves up as much again when we put 
a new coppdr block in the power unit. 
That should give us s speed of light, 
six times plus." 

Viona and the Aa 
silently. Neither they 
any possible means of realizing the 
speed at which they were travelling, 
for within the ship there was no sen¬ 
sation. And. outside, there were no 
stars or heavenly points near enough 
to judge comparisons. 

"The best thing will be a meal, a 
check-up telescopically, and then on¬ 
wards again." Abna decided—and this 
was the plan they adopted. 

Abna made a routine check of the 
power plant while the Amazon again 
checked the figures for the course. 
Everything seemed to he in order and. 
surprisingly enough, space ahead was 
completely empty of stray bodies. Iren 
the radar system flashing out to mil¬ 
lions of mite* ahead of their poaition. 
did not rebound from any object. It 
looked as though the gulf separating 
them from Alpha Centauri was indeed 
free ef all "- “ J -“ 


Viona took over the took of studying 
Alpha through the telescopic equip¬ 
ment. securing a view of the binary 
closer than any ever known before. 
The absolute separateness of Alpha 
and Proximo was now clearly marked. 
But this was by no means enough for 
Viona. She switched on the stereo¬ 
scopic apparatus and studied the result 
intently. 

"What." she asked her father, "do 
you moke of this?" 

Abna came over to her and after a 
momentary study of the spectro-ocreen 
he smiled in satisfaction. The moot 
dominant color element in Alpha and 
Proximo was green. Bright, clear cut 


“it ttp 

gaseous state. It is therefore a fore¬ 
gone conclusion that any 'planet* of 
c o pper to the 
her, like son." 
"No sign of any planet* yet." Viona 
lamented. “Pro' 
pect it. though.” 


CHAPTER III 
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that they were still on_ 

and vastly nearer Atoll. Mi 
Proximo than they had formerly 
been. The velocimeter indicated that 
they were moving- ot Are times the 
speed ef light. 

It gires one some idea of how oner- 


edlr. "1 can see planets around the 
Aipha-Proxima lamina*!" 

The Amazon raised her heed sharply 

* harts. e#aL * rapUlin< tbe navigation 

"Hew many ot them?" 

near as I can toil, there a re 
Two fairly close to the lumi¬ 
nary and one a long way out. Tbe 
farthest one looks qt 
Misty, phosphorescent Better take 
look for yourselves." 

The A mason looked first, silently 
contemplating the discs of two quite 
clearly defined worlds bathed in the 
twin light* of Alpha and Proxima At 

• rough estimate she decided that 
theae worlds were probably about 120 
million miles from their dual primary 
—twice as far as Earth from her own 
sun. But obviously they would be 
worlds of intense heat due to the 
much vaster size of Alpha compared 
to the Earthly sun Added to this 
there would he the not inconsiderable 
light and warmth of Proxima as well 

But that farther world was indeed 
strange Either it was enveloped in 
highly luminous mist, or else it was 
indeed oddly phosphorescent in nature 
It was too far away to be reflecting 
the light of the dual primary, there¬ 
fore the glow must be something in¬ 
herent in its own structure. 

"Definitely a hit of a mystery." 
Abna admitted, when he. too. had 
looked. "Might make it our first port 
of call and see if we can decide what's 
the matter with it. 1 
like it before 


to me." Viona said, looking 
at the Instruments, "that we’ll need 
another long hop yet before we come 
reasonable distance of our 
’s end." 

“No doubt of it." Abna assented 
"We’ll adopt our previous procedure 
A meal, and then we’ll black out once 

more." 

Be yet again, after their meal, they 
relaxed Into unconsciousness, awaken¬ 
ing once more to find the Alpha- 
Proxima system no more than a scant 
800 million miles distant. Silent, they 
sat before the observation window and 
contemplated their goal To each one 
of them there was a thrilling satis¬ 
faction to having covered 20.000 billion 
miles of empty space without mishap 
and—relatively—within a reasonable 
time, too 

"Have to start stowing down." Abna 
said after a while, as their stupendous 
velocity caused the Aipha-Proxima sys¬ 
tem to leap nearer even as they 
watched it. "If we start cutting down 
now we’ll be at just about the right 
velocity when we reach that outmost 
luminous world." 

He moved oxer to the switchboard 
and converted the power of the third 
copper bar to the forward jets on full 
blast. By this means their terrific 
onrush was slowly but relentlessly 
slowed down by the opposite pressure 
striving to force the Ultra backwards 
as H hurtled forwards. With the pass¬ 
age of time the "braking" effect at 
lost began to have an effect. And at 
length there came a moment when 
the void to the rear was suddenly 
bright with stars. Light waves had 
caught up again as their speed 
dr op p ed well below 188.000 miles per 


"It looks to roe." Viona said, at the 
telescope os usual, "as though both 
those nearer worlds are populated, if 
not that, then they at least have some¬ 
thing resembling cities." 

The Amazon came acrees to the in¬ 
strument and looked for herself. Under 
the ultra-powerful lenses tbe nearer 
planeto to the binary, which appeared 
smudgy to the naked eye. leaped into 
odd-sharp prominence, revealing sev¬ 
eral things simultaneously. There was 
u atmosphere on each world for one 
UUm. «nd indeed drifts of water vapor 
which announced clouds. Beneath theee 
clouds was a patchwork of light and 
"f c orresponding to 

--as. The main point 

• tort the continental areas were 
1 with square shapes toter- 
-rr ■*•*•** More. Definitely 
they couU net be natural formations 
m the only conclusion waa cities linked 

^nimTiiu T; * r othvr l9nm of 

"Wonder if they're a b 
Viona asked, ae her 
thoughtfully. "If 



not detect anything beyond the uni¬ 
form glowing grayaese. The only prob¬ 
lem which was resolved was that mm- 


l was not 

i internal. 
“Maybe molten. 



"Maybe." the Am__„_ _ 

which case we ll give U a wide berth." 

The other possibility Is radioactiv¬ 
ity,” Viona suggested "1 know that a 
world entirely radioactive seems a tali 
order but It could happen just the 
same. Why don’t we try the tong-range 
Geiger-counter apparatus?" 

Abna nodded and moved towards it. 
Switching it so that 1U lang rands 
beam would directly Impinge ea the 
gray world ahead of them, he then 
waited tor results. Viona and the 
Amazon to- either side of him Nar 
waa k long before the reflected beam, 
operating much on the principle ef 
radar, returned and aet up a violent 
clicking noise. 

“It is radioactive'” Viona gaaped. 
surprised That guess of mine was 
dead right! Listen to the row! It must 
he absolutely crawling with atomic 
disintegration or something." 


switching off I think we'd do best 
to keep clear of that planet. Its ema¬ 
nations might conceivably pierce eur 
neutralizing screens and cause plenty 
of trouble We'U change course 

and head to thst world which is a 
shade farther from the binary than its 
ould be 


neighbor If there should 
gent people we might lean 
radioactive i 


intelli- 


about this distant 

"Evidently it isn't i _ 

to send radioactive emanations 
space to these other worlds." Viona 
remarked. 

•Or else." the Amazoo pointed out. 
"the people populating those worlds 
are not affected by radioactivity Be¬ 
cause our physical structure cannot 
stand radioactivity does not mean that 
theirs cannot." 

There was no other way of finding 
out the true conditions but to land 
on the nearest of the two "normal" 
planets, and to this end Abna again 
look control of the switches, still 
cutting down the speed of the Ultra 
until after a long interval it hod 
dropped from its incredibk 
to a trifling 10.000 miles 
It was when this "crawl" had been 
achieved that the outermost layer of 
the nearest planets atmosphere was 
also contacted 

SUU Abna cut down the velocity, 
levelling the huge machine out so It 
was finally flying parallel to the sur¬ 
face of this infinitely far-ilung world 
Intently, the Amazon and Viona gmed 
below, their view only momentarily 
obscured by cloud drifts. They could 
dsocry as they had to space through 
the telescope—q u 11 e normal-looking 
continents and oceans, the former 
laced with what were plainly cities ot 
gray-colored metal. Streets and tor- 
racM there were in abundance, hut 
nowhere a sign of a pedestrian ar 
traffic level, as on Earth. No moving 
rehiehw. No aircraft ar space ships 
Only this waste of gray-colored build 
togs, becoming larger aa the Ultra 
swept lower. 

Finally Abna selected dear ground 
beyond one of the cities and brought 
the Ultra down with scarcely a Jar. 
Switches clicked to rapid time mien 
and the soft humming of the power 
Plant ceased The siien ~ 

far a moment, incredible. 



anyway." 

"Notice the 
where?" Abna 
“Result of two 
Viona and the 


'J 3 Z - 



not encountered a M 

to took at the ^h eav ent^from 


uld [houghtfuIly*" .dlnl'inoUKrAInpj 

^ “"rr5SafS S 


Ml not. IT. rtSr* iw^«j£a£li. 


all of tt jbrightly illuminated by the 

J Angling bar hood 

Vtona p eered up- 
_Jd- For a nsnsat 
caught a glimpse ef the biasing 
*?*£*+*** Alpha Centauri. op- 
pearing about twice aa 1ar»s and 
twtoo aa bright as the aun aeon toons 
Earth, whilst to the toft ef this torrid 
mm, tot sure 
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blue white. and adding te the intense 
heat which must he outside the Ultra. 
Within It. the insulated walk kept 
rveQrthlng at normal temperature. 

“I suppose—there must be people?'' 
Abna hesitated over the question aa 
he surveyed the empty pale blue sky. 
“We didn't see anybody 

“Nor vehicles or aircraft,'* Viona 
added ‘Be just tee bad if were 
come to a dead world. 

"Most sensible thing is to see what 
kind of a world it Is and then decide 
our course of action.'' the A mason 
said, and with that she turned to the 
instruments which gave direct contact 
with the exterior 

“Atmosphere la breathable enough." 
sha announced at length Fairly 
high preponderance of hydrogen, but 
that should not worry us. Traces, too, 
of copper gas in a highly volatile 
condition which augurs well for sup- 
flips of copper for the power plant 
Atmospheric pressure 18 pound.* to 
the square Inch, which isn’t much 
different from our own 14. Humidity 
88 per cent., which will prove pretty 
clammy Temperature 198 degree F. 
About the same aa Venus* Hot lands 
and we have survived those without 
trouble Gravity similar to Earth, 
or as near as makes no difference . . .** 

“In fact a world quite able to sup¬ 
port our type of life," Abna said. 
“What do we do. then 7 Fly around 
M and see what there is?” 

‘‘No point in doing that.” the Ama¬ 
in responded. “We've seen It is a 
world of almost equal division of 
continents and oceans and just where 
we are now there ia a city close by. 
Best thing to do Is arm ourselves and 
start exploring.” 

"Why not try the radio?" Viona sug¬ 
gested "Even if we don’t understand 
the language we'll be able to toll if 
there’s anybody alive. Surely a 
civilisation worth anything has radio 
developed as one of lu sciences?" 

Without watting for her mother or 
father to reply she tuned in the radio 
equipment and stood listening. Then 
she frowned in vague disbelief. There 
was not the faintest whisper. Only 
a crackling of static, probably engen¬ 
dered by the mighty sun and far-off 
radioactive planet. Certainly there 
were no voices or anything resembling 


It seems to he mainly cloudless here 
we should get a rapid radiation of 


Viona and Ahna saw 


and compara- of them another file of 


g else con explain such 
■ finance over such a die- 
eor It is which is cmert- 
is Ml of this world hut 


“No need to look 


so disappoint! 
If anybody I 


lauded on Earth in the Middle Ages 
they would not have heard radio, 
either. I’m beginning to hope that 
we really have lauded oa a world 
where science is not very well de¬ 
veloped. We'll be able to teach them 


CHAPTER IV 


H 'nXS! 

powerful disintegrator guns. 
Viona and the Amaaoa look 
one each and Ahna himself retained 
the third; then he pressed the button 
which caused the airlock to unfasten 
itself and open slowly. When II had 
swung to its limit and clicked into 
position there came drifting into the 
control room the air of this far-away 
world—heavy air, overpoweringly hot 
It was as thoogh somebody had opened 
g furnace door a dozen yards away 
“Except far the lack of fragrance 
from tropical flowers this might ho 
Venus. Viona said, then with the 
eager Impetuaetty of youth she took 
g Aping loop through the open airlock 
and landed gracefully outside, im¬ 
mediately she gaapad a little aa the 
naive heat of the duel suns boot 
down upon her. 

“1 don't think well need sun- 

beeMtaT*ber ^* According to the inttrw- 
monts these sons emit little cr no 
ultraviolet and that Is the main cause 
of our ^Earthly troubles b^lrertwiB- 

toocT*dScove?ed. n<, ^Si lC S>deed *was*a 

Susies'*xs.'vrx 
Eu-JPT3.«rJ5S 
znz.'zz Eusrtrt 


the nearby weapon 


Viona and Abna did not comment. 
It was nearly too hot to think, never 
mind talk They kept ou plodding 
steadily, the Aosaaan in the centre, 
and after what seemed an age qf 
grilling advance they reached the end 
of the brief plateau where the Ultra 
had landed and they had before them 
a clear view of one of the many cities 
they had seen. 

The first thing that impressed them 
was its simplicity of design. All the 
buildings, and there were hundred* 
of them, were identical—block* of 
them split up by streets at interval* 
In the few open spaces there were 
parklike areas in which grew drab, 
dusty-looking vegetation, utterly un¬ 
like anything .known on Earth or her 
neighboring world*. Every building 
had a ground floor only—no upper 
storey, and each one possessed one 
window—without glass—and one door 

“I don’t know what you think," 
Abna remarked at length, as they 
stood surveying, but U looks to me 
like a vast penitentiary, or something 
Everything is so absolutely identical 
Just like a prison, or army barracks, 
or something . . .** 

Look!" the Amazon said abruptly, 
pointing. 

Her attention, and now that of Abna 
and Viona. was centred upon a long 
file of moving figures. There were 
probably a hundred of them, marching 
slowly and yet with the clockwork 
precision of robots Instantly Viona 
whipped powerful binoculars from her 
shoulder and focussed them quickly. 

•Til be a comet's tall!'’ she ejacu¬ 
lated. startled. "Scientific law says 
that no two plants can evolve identi¬ 
cal beings, but it's happened here! 
Those folks are indistinguishable from 
Earthlings! 

By this time her mother and father 
were also gazing intently, and there 
was no gainsaying the truth of Viona'* 
statement. Toe being* of this world 
looked like Earth men and women— 
even to their faces. They were all 
attired In identical clothing, a kind of 
dull gray one-piece uniform which 
covered them from neck to ankles 
Each also wore a round hat, most of 
them smeared with dirt. 'Upon each 
face was the indelible Impress of de¬ 
pression. of unresolved hopes, of bitter 
g— tr a tton. 

"Cheerful looking gang.” Abna com¬ 
mented at length, lowering the glaoaes. 
"From the way they march and the 
Identical uniforms I*d fay they're 
prisoners of some sort. Maybe my 
guess was not far wrong when I said 
this place might be a penitentiary.” 

The Amazon and Viona did not 
reply. They watched the file of men 
and women until buildings hid them 
from sight, then they put their glasses 

"3fo me,” the Amazon said, frown¬ 
ing. "this doesn't make sense! They 
must have seen the Ultra descending: 
U not that they must have heard 
it Why doesn't somebody come to in¬ 
vestigate?” 

"If thoae folks are prisoner* they 
perhaps can’t." Viona replied. 

"Then why don’t their guards? 
There must be somebody who is 
curious about our arrival, surely?” 

Apparently there was not, for as 
the three remained where they were 
for a while there was no evidnee of 
an investigating party coming down 
the long road which led from the 
city to the plateau. 

"Well?” Abna aakad at length. “Do 
we investigate now or wait for the 
night to descend and an cloak our 


We Investigate new.” the Amason 
decided. “We have weapons powerful 
enough to take care of us and the 
sooner we know the kind of world 
we’ve come In, the better." 

So they advanced again, moving with 
more caution when at length they had 
covered the distance of the main city 
road and had the drab metallic bond¬ 
ings ail around them. The file of mm 
and women they had soon had com 



"Queerest place ever!" Viona de¬ 
clared. hands on hips as she gazed 
shoot her. “If thorn people wore 
prisoners, or slaves, or something why 
isn’t there some evidence of the piece 

The whole tMW> ceekered." 


manhole opening in the street itself, 
coming up from below Still with that 
same clock like precision the uniform¬ 
ed men and women marched and. 
grimly ready, the three from Earth 
waited for some kind of action. 

None was forthcoming, on either 
side LltUe by little the file of worker* 
broke up and into each dwelling went 
either a mar or a woman, closing the 
door after then The fact that the 
three wanderers from afar were in 
full view, guns levelled, did not seem 
to make any difference There was 
not even a glance in their direction 
And at last the street was empty 
again. 

•Beyond me." Viona sighed, putting 
her gun back in its holster “Unless 
maybe they're all blind—perhaps from 
the glare of the twin suns." 

“Unlikely, but possible." the Ama¬ 
zon said. "I hardly think you art- 
correct, Viona. because they walk too 
accurately for sight lew people No, 
it looks to me more like a case of 
deep hypnotism The strangely 
mechanical walking, the disregard of 
everything around them. Let's sec 
what we have along those lines " 

Again from her ghlden instrument 
belt she took a finely balanced de¬ 
tector with an atomic-powered core 
Switching it into commission she 
watched the delicate needle intently 
as it oscillated gently and then, vary 
gradually, it began to rise on Us uni¬ 
versally mounted pivot until U was 
pointing straight up—or rather on a 
slight deviation from the vertical 

And what does that signify?" Abna 
asked, puzzled 

“It means that my guess was right 
Hypnotic power, of almost unbelievable 
intensity, is behind all this. And the 
source of it is where this needle Is 
pointing.” 

Viona and Abna shaded their eyes 
from the savage glare and gazed into 
the cloudless sky Nothing significant 

was visible. 

“That radio-active planet maybe?" 
Viona asked suddenly, transferring her 
attention back to her mother 

The Amazon shook her head She 
was now studying another of the in¬ 
struments. a small version of the long- 
range Geiger-counter apparatus aboard 
the Ultra. 

“No. Viona, that doesn't fit.’’ she 
said finally. “That radio-active world 
is so far away that Ms radioactivity 
does not affect this planet In the least, 
and therefore hynotic power from the 
same source could not reach this far 
either The more likely proportion ia 
the neighbor world to this one. situated 
maybe twenty million miles off. about 
half as far aa Mars ia from Earth. ’ 

"But ifa incredible!" Viona pro¬ 
tested. “Think of the power needed to 
enforce hypnosis over that distance!" 

“That is just what 1 am thinking 
about." The Amazon put her instru¬ 
ment back in place and reflected 
Then: "The whole situation Is para¬ 
doxical. Here we have a world which 
seems so backward that even radio 
isn’t used, yet twenty million miles or 
so distant there is a hypnotic source, 
clearly shown by the mental vibrations 
on my detector. They are of the order 
of 27.000 to the stx-hundreth of a 
second, which is of course unheard of! 
Against that we moat remember that 
this system may be highly atomic, as 
evidenced by that single outer world 
which ia a seething caldron of radio¬ 
activity. If atomic power Is as cheap 
aa water on that neighbor world then 
maybe their hypnotic ampMfkHoti k 
achieved by that means. Otherwise it 
leaves us with an amazing possibility.” 

“Which is?” Abna asked. 

“A planet which Is in itself ... 8 
brain!” 

Viona dabbed her fingertips at a 
trickle of peraphattou as It coursed 
down her noae. then sha smiled 

“A whale planet converted into • 
brain!” she exclaimed. “I can imagine 
anything but that. Planetary matter is 
ftgtofcMte It cannot possibly become a 
thinking, reasoning medium.” 

“Human beings—living thing*—are 
also Inanimate, yet they have the ap- 

SrttSn* them t^£^*tttnfcinf°pM 

stole As I tee ft. any material struc¬ 
ture might develop the power of 


“Aad yet we 
Abna pointed a 
looked paaatogl 


out. at which the An 


“No. that is true The answer te 
that might be that our brain structure 
differs from that af the men aad wo¬ 
men we have seen and therefore we re 
not affected In any eeee. the simplest 
way to find out what it happening is 
to try to question one of these slaves. 
Even use apparatus of our own to neu¬ 
tralize the hypnotic force for a while 
and allow ope of these people to have 
their own individuality ” 

• Right!" Abna agreed promptly, and 
pointed to the closed door of the 
nearest dwelling “We ll take that one 
He strode across te it and. pulling 
out his gun. hammered with the butt 
upon the solid metal portal Nothing 
happened, even thouth the trio had 
seen a woman go inside only a few 
minutes before 

“Only one answer." the Amazon de¬ 
cided. and with that she withdrew 
slightly, then moved forward at a run 
and crashed her right shoulder into 
the portal with all her strength Under 
the impact the metal lock snapped 
and precipitated her into a dimly 
lighted room 

CHAPTER V 


S HE looked about her The dim¬ 
ness of the room was caused by 
a shade having been drawn three- 
quarters the length of the main 
window, thereby reducing the sunlight 
to a subdued glimmer. The room it¬ 
self wo> obviously a sleeping chamber. 
A very earthly looking bed lay diagonal 
to the window, and there was a queerly 
fashioned chair and an object with ap¬ 
parently collapsible cupboards. 

In the bed lay the silently sleeping 
figure of a woman. She had removed 
her uniform now and lay under a 
single covering like a sheet, her attire 
a loose-fitting sleeveless garment 
closed with an ornament at the throat. 

Must be the sleep of the dead.” 
Abna commented, coming to the 
Amazon’s aide. "You'd think the noise 
alone as we came in would have 
awakened her.” 

Not if the sleep is basically hynotic. 
which it probably is." From her belt 
the Amaaoa removed an object rather 
like a small-scale projector and care¬ 
fully adjusted it When she had it to 
her liking she added. This ought to 
neutralise the hypnotic influence, at 
least for a Haw. It emits a disturbing 
electrical field which should be enough 
to upset the control over this woman s 
brain.” 

A faint amber beam glowed fi-un the 
instrument as the Amazon switched it 
on. Whilst she kept the beam playing 
about the woman’s head Viona shook 
her gently. And at last she stirred and 
looked dazedly around her with eyes 
of very dark blue As she at last realiz¬ 
ed that three strangers were gazing 
down on her she drew hack quickly 
towards the bed head, her whole atti¬ 
tude one of Intense fear. 

“We have no wish to harm you,” the 
Amazon said quietly, keeping the beam 
trained. 

A valley of words broke from the 
woasan’s dps. but her language made 
no arose wha te ve r a t least net to the 
Amazon aad Viona. Abna for his part 
drew down his brows and then closed 
his eyes ia ceaeentratieo Neither the 


centrating upon the mind of the person 
uttering tL And so R proved to he in 
this case, for when the woman s out¬ 
burst had cqased he re-opened his eyes 
end smiled W%er. laying a huge, pro¬ 
tecting hand upon her shoulder. He 
speke e few words in her owe tongue 
and that b r o t g M e smile af relief to 

“Whet's going eo?” the Amaaoa 
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UfUf the heavy bod) by the tell, then 

fens II adorn ytnli Um work¬ 
room. Like a ridiculous rag doll It 
s«nick one of the instruments. bounced 
bock, and then became motionless 

After which Viona found the going 
coaler One of the guards she was 
pinning down was snatched away from 
her. A boa had only to slam up his 
fist with withering force to smash the 
guard’s jaw to pulp and drop him in 
his tracks. By the time he had done 
this he found Viona settling her own 
victim. He lay on his face, her knees 
la the small of his back and her right 
forearm locked under his chin. It was 
only a matter of moments before 
Viona's Inexorable upward pressure 
broke the guard's spine He relaxed, 
dead 

Abna sakl. "Now we'd better fix up 
these two." 

The two women, still breathing hard 
from their efforts, watched as 1 e went 
on his knees beside the injured man 
and woman. Both of them were still 
conscious but obviously in considerable 
pain. Abna made no attempt to help 
them up: instead he remained beside 
them, his eyes shut, bis forehead 
wrinkled with concentration. What 
happened afterwards was nothing new 
to the Amaaon and Viona: they had 
seen these miracle feats of mind over 
matter often before And so it was 
again. By degrees the torn, burned 
flesh on the shoulder of the woman 
and the back of the man began to heal, 
and with the process the lines of an¬ 
guish vanished from their faces and 
they became wondering and half afraid 
instead. 

Presently Abna opened his eyes and 
smiled, getting to his feet. 

•Better?” he inquired, in their own 
language, and helped them to rise. 

They did not answer: they only star¬ 
ed. 

The reason was plain. With the 
cessation of physical pain, which had 
over-dominated the hypnosis normally 
controlling them, they had again re¬ 
laxed into the mesmerism Completely 
healed of their burns, even though the 
torn gap* in their uniforms remained, 
they return stiffly to their work. 

“Now what?” the Aniais asked. 
“Having worked your mind-over-matter 
act and put them right how much bet¬ 
ter off are we?” 

”We‘re not.” Abna shrugged, "la- 
deed. everything we’ve done has prob¬ 
ably been seen and noted down by the 
Mizanu But at least we have tipped 
the balance of power somewhat in our 
direction. For the first time in history, 
probably, there has been a small scale 
revolution in this devil's workshop." 

He looked about him and then con¬ 
tinued: “This is quite the most in¬ 
human set-up I've ever struck! Several 
of these machines are dealing with 
radioactive ores and these workers 
have no protection whatever against 
accidents. Presumably it doesn’t sig¬ 
nify if several of them get killed: 
There are always others to take their 
place.” 

The two women looked about them, 
still as puzzled as they had ever been 
regarding the nature of this giant 
workshop. Everybody was busy—some 
on radioactive equipment; others on 
the construction of incomprehensible 
apparatus; and yet others were build¬ 
ing what could have been small space 
machines. 

"The purpose of it all?" There was 
complete bafflement in the Amazon’s 
voice. “What is the motive behind all 
this 1 wonder?" 

’That's up to the Mizanu to explain." 
Viona responded. “And the sooner we 
tackle the source, in the shape of that 
neigbor world, the better—” 

Then guards from the further reaches 
of the workshop appeared. 

“We have our own weapons under 
these uniforms." the Amazon said 
"Why don’t we use them? They're su¬ 
perior to bent guns.” 

Abna shook A head Be ttor to us e 
evading tactics and muscular strength.” 

He prepared for action as theguards 
came nearer, but they stopped when 
they reached the complicated machine 
where Hoaa was working. Before she 


guards' midst, guns trained menacingly 
the three from Earth re- 



"We have received a report that you 
have been befriended fay three un¬ 
knowns from another world," the 
guard said. “Are these the three?'’ 

The trio stood their around as the 
guard glanced toward them. It was 
perfectly plain now that the Masters 
knew everything which had been hap¬ 
pening and. by radio, had transferred 
the information to their brutal watch¬ 
dogs on this unfortunate slave planet 

“I have nothing to say!” lloaa's voice 
was defiant but tremulous. 

The guard shrugged. “That is a 
matter of indifference to us because 
we know the facts You could lighten 
the sentence against yourself by ad¬ 
mitting your complicity with these 
three aliens who have already killed 
four of our numbers." 

The trio glanced at one another. 
Around them the workers werd still 
mechanically occupied at their tasks 
Ilosa gave s beseeching look, which 
changed to one of sheer terror as she 
saw the guard beside her taking a long 
needle-like object from his belt. 

"The Mizanu prefer complete con¬ 
fession before sentence." the guard ex¬ 
plained. "If you will not give it vol¬ 
untarily you must be made to You 
will, of course, be aware of the painful 
nature of this fluid when it enters your 
bloodstream.” 

“You can put that thing away," Abna 
said, moving forward. "The girl doesn’t 
need to confess anything. We be¬ 
friended this worker because she need¬ 
ed it She didn't ask for it.” 

“Aliens," the guard said coldly, "are 
not welcome on Axilon. and those who 
frequent with them merit the death 
penalty.” 

"Nobody's going to get the death 
penalty while we re here." Abna said. 

"Where are you from?" 

"Earth. A world so far away you 
could never reach it even in 30 life¬ 
times." 

"The Mizanu could." the guard re¬ 
torted. "And no doubt will. It Is in¬ 
teresting to know of this distant world 
which breeds braggarts and inter¬ 
lopers." 

Abna only smiled, supreme In his 
knowledge of his own power The 
guard glared at him and then motioned 
his fellows. They closed in quickly. 

"It would seem." Abna remarked, 
gazing at the grim faces, "that the 
only sensible course for the slaves of 
this world Is to stage a revolution 
against the brutality and hypnosis of 
their rulers To that end we of Barth 
are dedicated, and it will take more 
than the Mizanu to stop us!" 

The guard gave a bitter smile, 
which only made his face more ugly 
than ever. 

"For your own sake, man of Earth, 
you had better know that the Mizanu 
is unconquerable Who is there who 
can defy the massed power of an 
entire planetary brain? A brain which 
knows ail? A world which Ja nothing 
more than thinking gangHp MM cells 
You would have the affA to try to 
defy that?” 

The Amazon gave a quick, trium¬ 
phant glance Her theory that the 
neighbor world was a brain in itself 
had evidently been absolutely correct. 


CHAPTER VII 

I tf LOSA spoke — hurriedly and ner¬ 
vously. “It Is not right that these 
aliens should suffer for—" 

She got no further than this. The 
guard lashed out his fist and knocked 
her spinning — but she had hardly 
touched the floor before he found him¬ 
self whirled In the air .and held at 
shoulder level by Abna’s steel-strong 
arm. 

Lowering the guard to the floor but 
maintaining his grip upon him. be said: 
T shall now question you. also using 

R ss a shield in case your colleagues 
i get restive. They cannot attack 
me with those guns without attacking 
you. The first question is, what 
brought the Mizanu Into being?” 

”1 am not allowed to say.” the guard 
panted. 

Then you must be made to. That 
needle-instrument looked moat effici¬ 
ent. so I think we'll—" 

•TU teU you!" the guard interrupted 
hastily. The Mizanu isone scientist. 

^"filpSta 7 it il nm 0l eieartF!” Abna 

""WTjlMri br eathed hard and looked 
desperately at his comrades. But. 
though their guns were ready, they 
dared net hse them. They were so 


“Hurry up!” Abna ordered, gfcrfag 
a violent shake. 

"Generations ago there waa a mas¬ 
ter scientist - He experimented in the 
field of mental control and. uninten¬ 
tionally. wiped out his entire race by 
a supreme blast of mental power Only 
he was left HU brain, affected by 
radio-activity from the pUnet Nur, 
overwhelmed the structure of his body 
and grew to vast proportions. The 
elements of the neighbor world are 
such that phyaical structure can mate 
with the cellular rocks Hence the 
body of the master mental-scientist 
withered but hU brain continued to 
live It grew upon itself and finally 
became the planet itself—a vast, over¬ 
whelmingly powerful thinking ma¬ 
chine." 

“Yes. that's biologically possible." 
the Amazon said "The neighbor 
world must have exactly the right ele¬ 
ments to nurture cell* The only prob¬ 
lem is how they remain stimulated. 
Possibly radio-activity from Nur U re¬ 
sponsible for that." 

“And what U the purpose of the 
Brain?” Abna demanded "What are 
all these slaves for? What are they 
doing ■*” 

The guard did not hesitate over his 
answer "The Mizanu knows it U so 
powerful it cannot be destroyed, there¬ 
fore it intends in time to bend the 
'wstem to Us will—even the Universe 
Itself There exUts the possibility of 
other planetary brains in the deeps of 
space and it is these which must be 
vanquished so there will be no oppo¬ 
sition To this end. to investigate the 
possibility of such worlds, the Mizanu 
sends forth emissaries Upon what 
happens to them the Mizanu bases hU 
plans." 

"In other words the slaves of thU 
world are sent to other unknown plan¬ 
ets to test the conditions? If they come 
back unharmed the Mizanu plots fur¬ 
ther. If they don’t, then they are 
written off? In other words they are 
what we of Earth call white mice?" 

"They are experimental explorers." 
the guard said f 

"And what has all this equipment to 
do with it?" the Amazon questioned. 

"In these workshops, under the di¬ 
rection of the Mizanu. the special in¬ 
struments for the experimental ex¬ 
plorers are made On the instruments 
is registered everything they encoun¬ 
ter for the Mizanu to study at leisure. 
Apart from that, the spaceships are 
constructed, the electrics! equipment, 
and everything else.” 

"Altogether, a very nice plan—for 
the Mizanu," Abna commented slowly. 
"Having absolute power over these 
slaves he can order them to do exactly 
as he wishes—but that his power is 
not invincible is proven by the fact 
that I and my Earth colleagues are not 
affected, and neither are any of you 
guards Obviously only certain types 
of brains fall under the sway of the 
Mizanu. For that reason hts dream of 
an ultimate Universal conquest is 
doomed to failure . . .” 

"Presumably,” the Amazon said, 
looking at the guard, "the Mizanu has 
some means of seeing and hearing ex¬ 
actly what is going on in this world?” 

"The Mizanu knows everything!'" 

"So do you. probably." Abna said 
thoughtfully. "It Is plain from that 
neutralizing instrument of yours that 
you know how to make the hypnosis 
inoperative when necessary. 1 venture 
to think you will also know where 
there are bigger neutralizing instru¬ 
ments for use in an emergency.” ft 

A startled expression crossed the 
guard’s face; then it set again in stub¬ 
born lines. His comrades began to 
drift nearer, still awaiting an oppor¬ 
tunity to use their weapons. Abna 
•aw their intentions quite clearly, how¬ 
ever. and drew the guard more tightly 
against him. 

"Take me to the nearest neutralizing 
machine!” Abna ordered, but the guard 
only shook hts hood. 

“I know where the machine Is you 
wont.” Ilooa exclaimed eagerly. She 
had risen from the floor and eame for- * 
ward as she spoke "It was used once 
for mass suppression of hypnosis when 
a worker came under suspicion and all 
of us hod to be mentally freed in order 
to ask qoesdous.” 

“Do you know bow to operate-it?” 
Abna asked quickly. 

”1—1 think so. There is only one 
main control switch." 

“Oo to it then end switch H on I 
want every worker here to ho master 
of his—end her—own will.” 

Tmm s di o f s l y Boot pot oo the WW 


teem# procarlousnoos of his own peak* 
lion One of the nearer guards im¬ 
mediately mw his chance and brought 
up his gun. 

He hod reckoned, however, without 
the lightning wits and speed of the 
Amaaon. She noticed Ike gun start 
to rise and her action was instantane¬ 
ous Regardless of the fact that the 
other guns could deal with her she 
sprang forward, knocking up the 
guard's gun arm and deflecting the 
deadly beam into the lofty roof Then 
with hardly n second s pause she de¬ 
livered a smashing left-hander which 
sent the guard collapsing * midst his 
fellows. They. Just about to fire their 
own weapons, were bowled over with 
their comrade and by the time they 
had sorted themselves out the Amaaon 
had wrenched out her gun from under 
her tunic 

"Many thanks," Abna said briefly, 
glancing at her "Serves me right for 
not keeping my eyes open." 

The Amazon did not answer. She 
kept her gun steady, and in a moment 
or two, likewise armed. Vioua came 
to her side The guards got to their 
feet, but they made no moves to try 
to reverse the situation It had been 
driven into them by this time that 
these three from the distant Earth 
were not to be trifled with 

The workers who had been so dis¬ 
interested in the situation around them 
began to cease work and rub their 
foreheads gently Turning, they look¬ 
ed around them—first at the distant 
I loss who was operating the hypaooM- 
neutralization machine: then at Aboa. 
the Amazon, and Viona. with the luck¬ 
less head guard In their midst. 

"Earth man. you are a fool!" the 
guard panted, swinging round in Abna's 
grip. "Each worker here has now 
been released from hypnotic control 
and the Mizanu will be fully aware of 
It. His repriMl will be instantaneous 
and devastating!" 

"I doubt it." Abna answered coldly. 
"These slaves are of considerable 
value to him and mass extermination 
wouldn't suit his ends at all In any 
case It doesn't signify because these 
workers are going to fight for them¬ 
selves from here on-" 

"That depends on how long the in¬ 
fluence of that machine lasts, doesn’t 
It?" the Amazon aaked. 

“Since it is powered atomically, like 
everything else in this place. I rant 
foresee an early end to the neutraliza¬ 
tion," Abna replied. "And talking of 
atomic power reminds me . ” 

He turned again to the guard and 
shook him Mvagely For what rea¬ 
son does the Mizanu need radio¬ 
actives?" 

"To the Mizanu they are food." the 
guard answered, and it was plain he 
was scared at having to make the ad¬ 
mission. "The Mizanu lives by the 
power of Nur, but there may come a 
time when Nur ceases to pour forth his 
radio-energy When that happens the 
Mizanu must have another source of 
nourishment—so certain members of 
the Axllonian race do nothing else but 
prepare and refine radioactives, even 
withdrawing them from the depths a i 
the planet.” 

“That." Abna Mid. looking at the 
Amazon and Viona. "sounds as though 
there might be a lot of radioactivity 
below surface. We’d better keep clear 
of anything below this level . . 

Turning again, he surveyed the men 
and women workers who had now 
come forward to form a circle. Their 
expressions were wondering and their 
interest plain. 

‘Take the guns from these guards ” 
Abna ordered, and two of the workers 
promptly obeyed. 

“How long wilt that neutralization 
machine stay in action?” 

“Aa long as need be. 1 do not un¬ 
derstand Its principle but 1 have heard 
say It will operate Inde fin ite^-” 

“Boon find out.” the Amazon mur¬ 
mured. and with lithe strides she hur¬ 
ried down the workshop to the Instru¬ 
ment and examined it carefully. When 
M eame hnefc she was smiling confi¬ 
dently. 

“Probably boss going f o re v e r . ” MW 
announced. "It Is linked up to un der¬ 
grou n d radioactive sources and as long 
M they remain the instrument will 
keep functioning. As noar as i can tell 
it is disseminating an area wave which 
easily covers all this workshop and a 
good wap b e yond it Workers In 


Abna mffsd and looked quickly at 
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thinking ter a moaeM “And each one 
Is uadsr tk dominance of the Mtzanu. 
M (Ms OOC is.** 

‘ And do they each hove s neutralie- 
ing machine like this ooe here?" 

lions nodded promptly "Bound to 
hove There is never say telling when 
it Right be necessary to halt the 
hypnosis for some reason or other." 

A baa r o a sld er s d ter a mo me nt 
"The situation, my friends, is this." 
he said. “You are kindly, normal 
people who. if left to yourselves, would 
live more or leas happy lives on this 
world of yours and gradually build up 
a structure of social and artenttfic pro¬ 
gress. However, becaus e of the fan¬ 
tastic scientific activities of certain 
beings on your neighbor world you 
have become slaves of a planetary 
brain and. though you have not known 
u whilst under hypnosis, you have 
been building the necessary machine* 
and materials for an intended univer- 


and visible fear sprang into their faces. 
At the same moment each ooe of them 

heard a curious faraway whining note 
—a thin, edgy scream apparently com¬ 
ing from a great distance And with 
the seconds it became louder. 

“It s a directed missile' It was one 
of the guards who gave the cry "The 
Miaanu has fired it! Reprisal for the 
revolution you Earth fools have 
started." 

HU fury and fear were such that 
he darted from amongst hU disarmed 
colleagues and flung himself on Abna. 
battering at him frenzledly with his 
heavy fists. Abna jolted bock wards for 
a moment and then seised the man's 
wrUI. and flung him helplessly several 
feet away. 

In those few seconds the scream of 
the descending missile, evidently di¬ 
rected to this one particular spot by 
radio control, became louder. . . . And 
louder still. 


There waa a murmur of disbelief 
from the astonished workers, which 
stilled as Abna raised his hand 
"We of Barth have only one pur¬ 
pose—to try and help the oppressed 
and scientifically backward with what¬ 
ever knowledge we have at our com¬ 
mand. The menace af a planet which 
is an entire brain in itaeif cannot be 
allowed to exist. Some ho w — by a 
means which Is not yot clear to us—we 
must destroy the Mtoanu " 

"Destroy an entire planet which is 
capable of thinking for Uaeif?" Ilosa 
exclaimed. "Surely that to impossible 
It will be able lo anticipate your 
actions." 

Abna smiled indulgently "Your 
knowledge of science to almost non¬ 
existent. Uosa. therefore it would be 
pointless for me to try to explain how 
we shall begin the extermination, and 
I certainty would not give any detail* 
openly since by means of radio-vision 
waves—if you know what that mean* 
—the Mtzanu even now knows what 1 
am saying and to also watching me 
Reprisals. I fear, will soon be at¬ 
tempted.’* 

There was silence, the workers com¬ 
pletely attentive and more than willing 
to follow the leadership of this squat 
immensely powerful man who with 
Lite two beautiful Earth-women had 
come into their drab, regimented 
existence. 

"The firm move." Abna said, “to to 
stage a revolution That means a com¬ 
plete defiance eft the Mtoanu. and that 
defiance can be maintained as long as 
the neutralizers are used Obviously 
the first move the Mtoanu wilt make 
will be to try and stop the source of 
power which feeds the neutralizers 
Since that power to underground you 
must delegate numbers amongst your¬ 
selves to keep constant watch In that 
way only can you retain your own 
individualities and fight this battle 
which will soon be upon you ” 

But surely. Earthman. you will lead 
us? one of the workers asked 

Our task bos In destroying the 
Mtzanu itoeH.” Abna replied “You 
have your own individual initiatives 
and must leant lo fight for yourselves 
Your to* mum ho to overpower the 
guards of the other workshops soM- 
lered throughout your planet and then 
set the neutralisers to work Gather 
all you can la your banner and we 
of Earth will do the rest Now. our 
first move is to get out of this work¬ 
shop." 

That," one of the guards remarked, 
as Abna jumped down from his high 
perch, "you win not find so simple 
man of Earth The only way out of 

•cruras 

across U." 

Then get U removed!" 


looked at one another and guffawed^ 


"works on a combination principle and 
yon have killed the man who under- 

Abna 1 studied to earefuUy for * 
whl u mi then gave a questioning 
SwmH* Summon and Vtona 

“Steel copper, and a mixture of 
fromething else." he said. “Exception¬ 
ally hard and proof against even our 
guns. I’m afraid " 

Experimentally ha tried his gun on 
thobarrior. but it was s complete 
SL* time. Frowning, he pul the 


and then tend ter the 
ttoano. the tetter. - . ? 


CHArm viii 

P ETRIFIED, the worker* waited. 
For that matter m did Abna, 
the Amazon and Viona Every 
eye was fixed on the high metal 
roof of the workshop: every face show¬ 
ed that escape was considered hopeless 
—as indeed it was in the short time 
left before the missile landed. 

The scream rose to deafening sound 
and then suddenly the roof was a 
whirling cascade of incandescent light 
as some unholy explosive blasted down¬ 
wards Hocks and metal girders came 
hurtling inwards and downwards, flung 
by the expansion of gases. The work¬ 
shop rocked, became clouded with 
acrid fumes. Din roared inwards and 
machines and instruments toppled. 

Flung flat on their faces the Earth 
trio waited until the confusion began 
lo subside Then they moved slowly, 
twinging from the cuts and bruises 
inflicted by jagged splinters of metal 
and stone. Of the workshop itself only 
three quarters of U remained, and this 
1 hrre-quarter* was a shambles 

Bomb of some sort." Abna mutter¬ 
ed. struggling to hi* feet “Not quite 
a direct hit. though " 

The Amazon and Abna rose beside 
him Their eyes travelled over the 
twisted, shattered figures of the scores 
of wtorkers who had been obliterated— 
Hosa among them who toy quite near, 
crushed by fallen rock. Those who 
had survived were in the smoky ins¬ 
tance*. dazed, wandering stupidly 
around and trying to get their bear¬ 
ings. 

in spite of the ferocity of the attack, 
evidently intended aa a reprisal blow 
for the plan of revolution, it bad 
failed in Us basic objective For one 
thing, the three from Earth were still 
very much alive, and for another, the 
neutralizer, though covered in fine 
dust, was still In action. 

"Any chance of a miad-over-matter 
resuircction for these people?" Viona 
asked quickly, glancing at her father. 

lie shook his head. "No time. As 
onslaught like this to proof poMttve 
that the Mizano to moving fast to get 
this revolution under control. We've 
got to move ever fatter. . 

“Funny the Mtzanu missed the I at- 
^got,” the A mason commented, staring 
up the side of the mighty crater 
toward the evening light above. “Prob¬ 
ably the missile was sent hastily and 
missed being dead on tte target ter 

Abna was not listening. Realizing 
the need ter quick action, be hurried 
forward and clambered on to the near¬ 
est dust-covered machine. The sound 
of his powerful voice stilled the wan¬ 
derings of the survivor* and they 
paused to listen te him. 

"Everything I said before this at¬ 
tack was made still goes*” te cried. 
You are pledged now to revolt against 
vour oppremor and to bring the rest 
of your race to your side You wttl 
run grave dangers in your endeavors 
—of which this to s sample—but that 
U an* to be exported Contact your 
comrades to the ether workshops see 
that their neutralizers are brought 
into action. Do everythin* you can— 
For my colleagues and I there to now 
a way of escape by mean* of the homh 
crater, snd we ar e tteto g it. Our <*- 
jeetlve to the neighbor world ttm* 
Abna harried actons to the sloping 
crater wall where Viona and the 
5SE£m were already scrambling up It 


Viona wore about two yards higher 
ahead of him Suddenly Vtena tte 
farthest up the .lope, gave a cry of 
consternation 

Abna and the Amazon lifted their 
heads—and met the unpleasant sight 
of nearly too guards on tte edge of 
the crater 

Evidently they had been dispatched 
hurriedly either from tte neighbor 
world itself-which was unlikely in an 
short a time—or else from another 
region of Axiton The only advantage 
at the moment seemed to be that they 
were half blinded by the intolerable 
glare of the u>*-lying suns. Shielding 
their eyes, they were peering Into the 
crater's depths and talking among 

“What do we do?" the Amazon 
asked, as Abna scrambled to her side 
"Try picking them off?" 

"Not that, Vi—too many of them " 
Then he colled. Viona! Come bock 
here— 

Viona did not hear him: hto voice 
waa loo low-puehed. She was still 
ascending the crater side, the glint 
of her gun visible in her hand. WUh 
all the reckles* impetuosity of youth 
retreat was the last thing which sug¬ 
gested itself to her 

“The little fool!" Abna breathed 
"What does she think she can do 
against that mob?" 

"Wipe them out. of course! I think 
the same: We can't leave her to tackto 
it alone. Abna ” 

"And thro* our lives away as well? 
That isn't sense!" 

The Amazon did not comment out 
she moved her gun round and bent her 
head to sight it. Her intention of fir¬ 
ing at the guards who still stood at 
the crater edge was not realized for 
Abna * grip on her arm tightened— 
and it was the kind of grip which even 
her superhuman strength could not 
dislodge. 

“What are you trying to do?” she 
demanded, her voice hoarse with 
anger. "Lei Viona go to her death? 

At that moment Viona. lying flat to 
the ashes close to the crater top. press¬ 
ed the switch of her gua. With a 
scything motion she swept the disin¬ 
tegrative beam across the assembled 
men They dropped like cornstalks 
before the reaper. 

Not all of them were affected and 
these survivors blasted forth with their 
own gun* Around Vtona’s sprawled 
form ash spouted and hazed under the 
energy generated by the beat guns 
Viona. to whom fear was an unknown 
quantity, stayed where she was and 
fired btek. 

In a matter of seconds the guards 
came plunging down tte slope, throe 
more of their numbers tottering before 
VIona’s gun in the process. The others 
reached her and. since they did not 
fire at her again, it seemed they had 
had orders not to kill her. She was 
hauled to her feel, her gun snatched 
from ter. and in a matter af asomeoLs 
was surrounded. 

"Nothing we can do with this.' Abna 
aoM. . 

The Amazon began to protest, to os 
vehement a voice as tea dared, but 
Abna disregarded her Skill holding 
onto her arm he farced her down the 
slope in a slithering run—but such a 
retreat could hardly te mode to 
silence There wore cries from tte 
guprds above and half a dozen of them 
began to plunge downwards, hno e da a p 
in ashes at every leap. 

Oatotog the workshop floor, dimly 
lighted now thanks to tte partial 
failure af power. Abna looted quickly 
about him. One or two workers wore 
still scattered around, apparently stay¬ 
ing to guard what remained af tte 
machines and the still operative neu 
iraMaer. Tte others ted vanished, and 
tte gaping manhole which lad to tte 
underworld seemed to te tte answer. 
•That * our next move." Abna <to- 
► cided abruptly "Coma .. " 

Realizing by now that it woe inevit¬ 
able that Viona must te abandoned, 
the Amazon streaked after him across 


hold a tunnel, man soused eat af soMd 

rock, extending in both dl r o et looa as 
far as the eye could sou. 


as there came the souod of tte guards; 
hurrying feet above "We'll take toft." 

They did. running with tte speed 
and pro si si s n of trained athletes 
Neither of item hod tte too* idea 
where they were he a d ing, af course, 
they could cely blindly hope that 
*onu-ho* they would contact either tte 
surface or a bunch of workers who 
could give them some geographical di¬ 
rect tons At the moment these mine 
workings were completely deserted, 
probably because (he workers who had 
already descended had taken every¬ 
body possible unto their banner to 
their flight lo (he next nearest work¬ 
shop 

To the rear of the running two there 
presently came the distinct echoing 
footfalls of the pursuing guards The 
Amazon glanced over her shoulder 
and then gave Abna a glance 

“We ought to settle with them. Abna. 
If only to make ourselves safe. They're 
going to hamper us all the time if we 
don't." 

"Perhaps he s spot somewhere ahead 
where we can nab them." he respond¬ 
ed quickly We certainly dare art 
stop in the middle of a straight tunnel 
like this, they'd get us instantly " 

The unexpected happened before 
they were ready for it A half mils 
farther on the tunnel look a sharp 
right-angled turn and then suddenly 
ended at the clean-cut edge of a shaft 
Around the shaft top were machine* 
of various types, most of thorn elec¬ 
tronic and obviously much used. Half¬ 
way round the rim of the shaft were 
rails of narrow gauge and upon thorn 
half a dozen partly loaded trucks which 
had been abandoned. Again it looked 
like a case of workers having been 
snatched from their activities. 

"We can’t get round this!” the 
Amazon ejaculated, looking anxiously 
about her. 'The walla close right to 
to this tunnel and the only way to get 
at those machines must be by means of 
yet another subterranean passageway." 

"And we can’t jump it either." Abna 
peered intently across the dark gap 
of the shaft, but so wide was it te 
could not descry the other side. 

"What's in it. 1 wonder?" The Ama¬ 
zon peered over the edge and looked 
below At an infinite depth she 
fancied she could sec a dim g lo w i 


"Probably a radioactive ocean or 
something." Abna said, gating down 
with her "Far enough down for us not 
to be affected by it l hope." 

Then he looked up sharply The 
sound of hurrying feet was again be¬ 
coming evident, growing louder and 
chasing Uw echoes of this satanic 
region. 

“Guards still after us!" The Amazon 
looked over her shoulder. "And no 
way forward either—” 

"But there's just enough room hero," 
Abna interrupted her, pointing to a 
recess to which stood the machine 
which was nearest the shaft edge “It 
will keep us out of sight to begin with. 
After that well have to deal with our 
annoying friends as prudence dictates." 

He dived for the opening with tte 
Amazon behind him. They ted hardly 
squeezed themselves lntb the recess 
before the guards came round tte 
corner of the short right-angled pas¬ 
sage. It was the same six which ted 
chased them all the way from the bomb 
crater. Now they came gradually to 
a halt, breathing hard, looking about 
them in the dim glow of the roof Light* 
"Something strange bore," one of 
tte guards said. Inching at his com¬ 
rades. “They coulaa’t possibly have 
got across the shaft; they'd not have 
time to push the bridge into place 
and withdraw It And to get around 
tte shaft they'd have to detour into 


ndeavors reaching tte manhole Up only a law 
-but that seconds behind him To the roar, the 
act your guards ted just completed their etnm- 
mm we bUng descent of tte crater and wore 
brought fir tog with to tod^sr ucity^ Tte^teama 

«Tto^now »te hastily scrambled down tte motel 

the bomb ladder to Atom's wake. 

Our oh- Twenty feet below tte Amman 
1 Uaeif." found Abna waiting far ter. T ogeth e r 
t sloping they l oo k e d stent Item la these 
and the depths there was lighting tf sorts pm- 
tog up it vided by strings of pale yellow lamps. 


sir" another**!of tte men ■ 
"They're from so other w orld 

**£• tte ?ii iow/rt" the 
Amazon carefully eased ter 


r 1 can maw tte toft of 


as hurriedly as tte toem.rtUl warm Possibly thei r dtomsee wa s censed te ~ 

Ut Mid pmt teAhnj cr»wW tte I —» w d tmm «t mmta. te« **»* 

up tte crpur aid*. tte Omm ted tten •» tenth IlhtelaMlM ta te- ted. te 




stoutly there was • clinking sound u 
the container struck something solid 


fu s s ii , rek |«, lt#f 


THE COSMIC CRUSADERS — 


« hr hsar wilt tor 


I «• I MdH it owe before 
u « JagMer When *« find 
uU #n— t really exist. VI: 
—we than a very strong 
H ttoi enough o< that 
roog with so— band" 

tt mm —h taut 

—Mfea# and held the broken, 
fis—in trusts for a while He 
— — cbe irugta of putting bis 


to* era te reseat it as 
. #ac—uukr» she oas glad 
■srsuwi one aagussb bil¬ 


ls' fcsHo. a ib — «lfi ib an. 


o>mireo hr same to find it as per- 
kvt so X bad hero before 

T—» —off ikrursl matter Aboa 
'nAttzfmL ' Joor lost as >ou tell it 
v’ton mm —a lot neat mental con- 
m. km# — a toon hi Its only one 
sd as <r-i ■»- state* aa>hoo whereas 
riou » toe bsghess state of all.” 

Ssr——a*fcr be delivered s kiss on 
-a* - ii — » aootfe as she stood 


a— — ‘toed setter deride 


to mb— as — t lit 


or- —a a— tto otoe- tt—mimf i 


rand a way to the surface, naturally 
‘ «■* cook# #• bock the »*y we've come, 

*""* -toe road#, but wed probably en- 
t<a—ec mare guard* What ere have 
Ht, “ r o da as to try and rescue Viona; or 

r ■* to—« too L grt to the Ultra and bead 

, TT tor toe sngltor-esrkl Maybe oe can 
- * genhe a tog— with the Mtxanu. and 
**** £ to— aarwM work oe 11 perhaps think 

1 Mp a way to destroy him 

‘Too ii in ~ toe Amazon said, “to be 
k ato mm— to— all Is well with Vioaa. By 


tto mat. ton civil* i 


* puma— mm — tor “1 daot to—k she will be 1 haven't 
tret He no— h—P- tor—eo boo these guards wont to 

ro« out to— tor— pro— punas not to injure her My 

1* ctvutt are— Ototo Coens is to— alm s oeeded alive. prob- 

r wm JTiaufae a — far examination by toe Miionu 
—e are — an alien world, remember, 
„ —d therefore — special interest. 

Co— to to—k a 4 It. those guards 
—at try ta kill us either Their 
*■ ** to—— « tdfaru were confined to wounding — 


Is a clever Idea I suppose a button 
on toe —her side starts an electric 
curve— which causes the bridge ta roll 
bock into Its former place?” 

S pose so Abna kept on going 
steadily and the darkness was appall 
tog. though not quite so much *• — 
that Bsystoiioua glowing enigma in the 
far-flung depths 

It was aflei five more minutes of 
careful forward advance that Abna 
suddenly paused feeling at something 
which had corat into hi* carefully out 
stretched hand It was something very 
solid and very cold, apparently oval 
in shape and hanging in mid-air 
“It's a huge chain of some kind.'* 
the Amazon said, investigating with 
him “A link, nearly two feet long 
MuM be something on the end of It 
"Naturally A boa’s dry voice con¬ 
ceded Probably some kind of dredg¬ 
ing apparatus operated from a point a 
little way' above us " 

Then as he did not move or the 
Amazon said 

“What's the matter' Something oc¬ 
curred to you'” 

Yes. I was just thinking that if we 
climbed down this chain we might be 
able to see at close quarters what that 
luminous stuff Is below It fascinates 
me It may be something worth record¬ 
ing in our scientific annals ” 

“I'm more interested in finding Viona 
or the Ultra ” 

So am I. but this is a ihance not to 
be missed With links of this sire 
there'll be no more difficulty than de¬ 
scending a ladder ” 

She followed him as he grasped the 
giant link and then began to lower him¬ 
self into the depths 

"It's unbelievable. Abna said pres 
ently. awe in his voice and the Amazon 
looked at him With the reflection of 
li ght from the ocean and the accus¬ 
tomedness of her eyes to tto darkness 
she could discern his expression fairly 
clearly. He looked astonished beyond 
measure 

“Certainly an extraordinary sight, 
the Amazon agreed "It reminds me of 
nothing so much as blue milk about to 
boil—’' 

•This stuff.” Abna interrupted. "»• 
an ocean having 75 per cent radium 
content. Incredible staggering wealth— 
as judged from Earth standards Here 
take a look at this detector of mine ” 
The Amazon did so and there was no 
gainsaying that steadily pointing needle 
on the "75" mark Whep she came to 
consider the fabulous value of even a 
gram of radium back on Earth she be¬ 
gan to realize Abna* amazement In 
this luminous ocean there was radium 
untold—and with it deadly radioac¬ 
tivity. 

"We'd better get out. she said 
Abna seemed in no hurry "Presum¬ 
ably this crucible is used to haul the 
stuff up to the surface, after which it la 
perhaps refined in some way or other. 
Si on Barth we refine crude oil All of 
it necessary to keep the Mizanu in ex¬ 
istence. . . We've seen many things in 

our travels, VI. but a radium ocean is 
a new one ” 

“Not all ocean either she said, after 
a moment. “Look down there to the 
left. It's black with luminous wavelets 
rippling again— it Looks like ground 
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The stuff isn't coming mm nearer 
No Ude to worry about Let's g— on the 

'"with every step they took they could 
feel an increase to toe intolerable 
smarting of their exposed akin The 
Amazon w— just about to mention it 
when she realized that the discomfort 


Your muto-over mailer a- again. I 

* U “Naturally. 1 don't a— why we should 
be dictated to by our bodies whan we’ve 
important investigation to aaafce What¬ 
ever radioactivity there is went harm 
us from hare on,” 

Nor did 1L They both teh Perfectly 
normal — they continued their ad¬ 
vance. even though it occurred fa the 
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Both of us with wrtit-IrlrvUMn- «nd 
Viona possessing one too—apri wt'vf 
mode no attempt to are If we eon con- 
toct her " 

‘Seems to me there hasn't been 
much chance until now." Abna re¬ 
sponded holding forth his wrist and 
adjusting the highly sensitive watch- 
sixed equipment with the tiny dicular 


"Good' Abna exclaimed With a 
bit of luck we*U find our way to tbe 
surface even yet. and without the 
distraction of guards, too " 

Before long they reached the rough 
upward path and found that it climbed 
at a sharp angle, so much so they had 
to clamber here and there over lead 
boulders to find the acclivity's continu¬ 
ation. It was when they felt they had 
ascended about half the distance of the 
shaft that Abna called a halt 

“Time we relaxed and had something 
to oat. We can't go on forever without 


Here in the deep biuev gloom both 
his instrument and the Amazon's were 
clearly visible as far as the screens 
were concerned, and they both tensed 
forward as. instead of the blank they 
had expected, there merged Into view 
what appeared to be some kind of 
office—or more accurately a guard 
room Viona herself was not visible, 
which was not surprising since the in¬ 
strument making this transmission 
would be on her wrist, but there was a 
lop-sided picture of a harsh faced 
guard seated at a desk and he ap¬ 
peared to be looking straight into the 
screen Evidently Viona was standing 
facing him’, but whether she was alone 
or not was not clear The lilted effect 
of the view was caused by her arm 
being at her side with the wrist- 
transmltter-recetver right-angular lo 
The scene 

Good for Viona." Abna murmured, 
studying the picture intently Never 
misses a trick She» switched the 
thing on so we can pick up the scene 
if at all possible even though she her¬ 
self is not able lo speak al the 
moment." 


CHAPTER X 

T HE guard was saying: “. . and 
all of you should have had more 
sense than to allow yourselves 
to be duped by this woman of 
Earth and her two colleagues You 
should have realized that a revolution 
could not succeed ” 

"So the revolution has been obliter¬ 
ated. " Abna murmured That's not 
pleasant hearing. Vi. after all ‘H»r 
efforts. 

"Couldn't expect much else with a 
lot of unscientific brow beaten people 
handling things. We should have stayed 
and directed them 1 expect they 
played clean into the guards hand*- ’ 
"For those who defy the Mizanu or 
attempt to overthrow his domination 
there is one fixed, unvarying punish¬ 
ment.' the head guard resumed 
abruptly. "That punishment is ban¬ 
ishment to Nur. there to die . • ” 
Sounds of protest and fury floated 
through the minute speaker at which 
the guard slammed his big hand down 
on the desk. 

“Silence’ You have heard the 
sentence, and within one hour it will 
be carried out Take them out!” 

The view swung and lurched as 
Viona was evidently seised ami forced 
out of tbe guard-room. There fol¬ 
lowed a ‘tumbled backward view of* 
corridor, then the Amazon snapped off 
her instrument and jumped to her feet 


“On our way. quick!" 
then she hesitated again 
rose leisurely to his feet, 
his own wrist-televl 
“No matter how 


__.own destination and trust la Inek; 

anything could happen The only pos¬ 
sible move we can make is gel lo the 
surface, find the Ultra, and then get 
to Nur in time—if we can—to snatch 
Viona before the radioactivity of that 
planet kills her 

“Yes.'* the Amazon muttered climb¬ 
ing upwards vigorously 1 suppose 
that is the only way If only she 

were ss well versed in metaphysics as 
you. Abna' You've taught her what to 
do but she won t concentrate Now 
she needs metaphysical knowledge to 
save her life " 

“The young dislike to concentrate 
Abna sighed Can't blame the girl for 
that Apparently the only way to free 
(he slaves of Axilon is to destroy the 
power which dominates them They 
just haven't the initiative to start s 
revolution of their own " 

With that their conversation ceased 
Both of them had the inner conviction 
that if only they could reach the sur¬ 
face in time, and be favored then by 
a slice of luck they could still find 
Viona and save her before the dread 
banishment to Nur Both of them 

remembered too their vision of that 
ghastly world, glowing with its lumi¬ 
nous internal fires Any ruling auth¬ 
ority. however dominant sending 
flesh - and - blood captives to such a 
planet must be utterly devoid of all 
sentiment—and for that reason if none 
other the satanlc power of ihe Mizanu 
must be destroyed—and quickly . . 

♦ a a 

The upwaidiy climbing two were 
thankful to discover that nothing im¬ 
peded Them, even though here and 
(here they had to almost become moun 
laineers lo overcome some of the 
tougher parts of the acclivity Thus 
they came finally lo the upper levels 
and found they had emerged through 
a natural blowhole m the rocks and 
were standing beneath the stars in the 
midst of a cool night breeze At least 
it felt cool after the underworld and 
their memory of the torrid day 

"Night on Axilon." Abna murmured, 
gazing around him Very interesting' 
Take a look at those stars Vi' Utterly 
different from anything seen from 
Earth—the whole swirling mass of the 
First Galaxy right on top of us as it 
were Yes. and see there' That dia¬ 
mond bright star low down on Ihe 
horizon' That's our own sun I do be¬ 
lieve!" 

“No doubt of it." the Amazon ad¬ 
mitted at length. "I don t suppose we d 
see as small a sun as ours st this dis¬ 
tance were it not for the clearness of 
this atmosphere . . .** She gazed over¬ 
head at the jwesome sight of the in¬ 
credibly near Milky Way and the 
spawning island universes beyond it; 
then her fantastic appreciation of the 
celestial deeps was suddenly overcome 
by the remembrance of more immedi¬ 
ate things. 

“We’ve no time to waste looking at 
the stars!” she exclaimed "We've got 
to find Viona! Where shouts are we. 
do you think?” 

“No idea, but I can soon discover. 
Certainly we’re a long way from any 
E- c ittes Not one in sight 

from tbe 


from aa at the l 

apposite hemisphere of Axtloa other¬ 
wise we'd have had some idea of the 
projectile's direction I’m afraid 

we re too lale lo save Viona ** 

Then we ll head lo Nur Ihe moment 
we reach the Ultra.” tbe Amazon de¬ 
cided and Increased her swift wattling 
into s run—and kept tt up So finally 
the Ultra came into view and. behind 
it loomed the city of the workers 
where their adventures had com¬ 
menced 

Once within the control room the 
Amazon shut the airlock quickly 
whilst Abna turned lo the power 
plant in readiness lo load it up Then 
he gave a gasp of consternation 

What?” The Amaion * fare was 
anxious as she came to his side 

"Empty'” He gave her s grim look 
'Matrix denuded of copper—and there 
was a little left— and the spares havo 
all gone loo! This is the work of those 
guards' They know, or have been torn 
by the Mizanu. that copper is our mo¬ 
tive power, so they've grounded us " 
Only one thing for It,' the Amsisrt 
decided, and tugging off her hampering 
overalls she then crossed to the wespon- 
rack and took down a fullv charged 
disintegrator gun We ve got to go 
back below and grab some of that cop¬ 
per we saw Get yourself a gun while 
1 fetch Ihe rock-cutting equipment " 
Abna nodded quickly but he did not 
immediately lake a gun from Ihe 
weapon-rack Instead he crossed to the 
electronic-controller in a further cor¬ 
ner of the chamber and switched it on 
In a matter of moments he had been 
restored to hU normal seven feet of 
height and with a rueful grin he clamb¬ 
ered out of the overalls which had now 
burst apart with his increase in star 
"Abna, we're in a hurry!" the Ama¬ 
zon told him impatiently, as she re¬ 
turned with the rock-cutter slung over 
her shoulder "What does it signify 
whether you're normal height or not’’’ 
Signifies a great deal—to me 
Yqu've no idea how difficult it la to 
accustom yourself to lesser size Strides, 
reach, and everything else are all 
wrong No point in trying to look like 
a worker anymore, so 1 may as well be 
natural . Got everything*' 

Everything! Let's be moving ” 
There was a sudden sharp command 
from the dari.ness ahead Dim figure* 
appeared, bzrring the path 

Halt and Identify yourselves other¬ 
wise we fire!" 

The Amazon set her mouth harshly 
and raised her gun. then Abna put hi* 
hand on her arm. 

Wait a momen*' Those don t look 
like guards. From their untidy sil¬ 
houettes I’d say they're workers in 
overall*—" He raized his voice. “I 
am Abna of Earth. With me is my wo- 
man colleague, the Amazon of Earlh.“ 
"You lie! Abna of Earth is a small¬ 
ish. broad man You are a giant! 
Declare yourselves afresh . . .** 

“1 have declared the troth!” Abna 
snapped "My size is merely a matter 
of electronic control You are workers, 
the ones we tried to help Do you 
recall the incident when 1 cured the 
two on the workshop floor?—the wo¬ 
man who had radioactive burns and 
the man whom the guard blasted with 
his gun.** 


CHAPTER XI 



the Cosmic crOsaders 
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r evol u tion ted been crusted You mj 
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“k u not yet planet-wide but k 
certainly succeeded in the area where 
U began. We followed your order* and 
contacted other workshop* Mow half 
the workers of Ax lion arc free of 
domination and the guards are in con¬ 
fusion The neutralizers are springing 
into action everywhere which accounts 
lor our immunity from the Mizanu s 
hypnosis . . The head guard was 
lying and obviously speaking from 
headquarters where revolution has not 
yet struck. We too saw the prison 
projectile taking off ” 

“And we’re going after it!” the 
Amazon declared “hut we have to get 
c opper Iir*t from the underworld 

Copper’’ That reddish-gold subs¬ 
tance’” 

That's it.” Ahna confirmed The 
*®ooer the better.” 

'You shall have a full escort to pio- 
tect you from possible sneak attacks 
by guards.” the worker declared. 

Come with us.” 

Then as A boa and the Amazon fol¬ 
lowed him quickly in the direction of 
the city be added. "We have to be 
very careful. The guards are still 
numerous and they arc not trying to 
strike at us because they know we 
outnumber them. Their aim is to stop 
the neutralizers from working and 
thereby allow the domination of the 
Mizanu to return. If that should 
happen all we’ve fought for will be 
loot " 

necessarily," the Amazon said. 
“A thought just occurs to me. Down at 
the lowest depths of the underworld 
there is an ocean of radium and. skirt¬ 
ing it. a plateau of solid lead. Do you 
know of g?” 

"The undergroud workers will: I do 
not What point ore you trying to 
make. Amazon of Earth - ” 

"Just this. Lead is a perfect in¬ 
sulator against thought waves or any 
other form of radiation a fact of which 
you unscientific people will not be 
aware. You can make yourselves safe 
d the neutralizers are put out of action 
by wearing lead helmets And to. make 
them does not require any scientific 
skill: they can be hammered into shape 
since lead is a soft, ductile metal ” 

“Your knowledge " the worker said 
in admiration. “Is something that 
amazes us all.” 

But a word of warning the Ama¬ 
zon added, as they hurried along. "That 
radium areas gives forth dangerous 
burning* rays which will kill any 
workers at close quarters Tfley must 
wear insulates} jMftta — or don't you 
know what I mean by that?” 

"Yes. I know. Some workers wear 
them, especially those who have be¬ 
low surface tadu to perform I will 
see lo it. Ammo, that your sugges¬ 
tion is carried out—and in safety. The 
areas ta which you refer contains 
enough lead lo supply helmets for 
every man, woman, and child an 
Axilon. It will help the revolution 
immeasurably and make us indepen¬ 
dent of the neutralizers . . ” 

The Amaaoo nodded and said na 
more on the subject. 

Ahna said: 'There Is no need for us 
to make the underwork! descent at all. 
These workers know the underground 
even better than we do.” 

♦ h h 

While her parents waited for their 
precious copper; Viooa lay in the 
• lowest depths of the prison projectile, 
chained with her colleagues to the 

metal walL Most of them were only 
recovering consciousness after the take¬ 
off Vtoaa herself, used to the fright¬ 
ful strata of acceleration and super¬ 
humanly strong ta the bargain, had 
Wt been affected Through the small 
porthole on a level with her eyes she 
ted watched Axilon fall away Into 
Ike void until now k wee e vast globe 


the neighbor-world the planetary 
hrata. sod behind U the hatefully 
glowing orb of Nur—their destination. 

'Woman of Earth d* you know 
anything of Nor?” her colleague asked 
presently—a slim, serlous-fareri woman 
worker with deadly fear la her eves. 

“Very little” Viona replied quietly. 

T have heard many stories about it. 
It is s planet which corrodes and de- 
strops metal, stone, and flesh. How 
I cannot Imagine Per 
that are fold of it 
have only the ward of 
and they wtll only say what 
■ds Item to sty ” 


know from the burns received bp 

your own workers ta the underground 
what that can do.” 

“Has radioactivity anything to do 
with gamma rays?” 

“Everything” Viona looked sur¬ 
prised at such a ^question from one so 
unversed ta science “Why?” 

“Because the only time whan the 
Mizanu’s grip is not so strong upon 
us Is when gamma rays are very 
strongly in action, either from Nur or 
our double-sun 1 overheard that 
from two of the guards one day when 
hypnosi* was at the minimum.” 

“I see” Viona frowned for a 
moment, then spoke half to herself. 
Presumably the Mizanu, being a 
planetary brain, will be extremely sus¬ 
ceptible- lo gamina ray* That's an 
interesting point. even though k does 
not do us much good . .” 

“1 suppose." the woman said, after 
a while, that It is the insulation of 
this projectile which keeps my col¬ 
leagues and myself free )( hypnusis? 
Indeed it must be because there's no 
neutralizer on board ” 

Viona nodded absently but did nqjt 
say anything Her agile mind was 
still toying with the gamma ray theory 
which her companion had so casually 
mentioned Then Viona sighed Where 
was the use of pursuing any theory 
to Its conclusion when certain death 
was ahead? She was not fool enough 
to think that even her immense physi¬ 
cal resistance could hold out indefi¬ 
nitely against a world corroding with 
atomic emanation*. Within an hour 
—or less—of reaching the hell planet 
-.be would be dead, and as far as she 
knew there was not the least chance 
of rescue Nor was there anything that 
could be done with her wrut-radio- 
tele vision. lu range ted definite 
limits and 25.000 miles was an im¬ 
possible distance over which to com¬ 
municate 

So the slow, inexorable journey 
continued, and in the process the 
prison-projectile passed close by the 
neighbor-world of the Mizanu. Viona 
looked down upon it with renewed In¬ 
terest. knowing as she did now that 
it was a planetary brain, but from this 
vantage point in space there was noth¬ 
ing to reveal it as being different from 
any other planet, unless it was that 
the general grayness of the landscape 
was actually nothing more than a vast 
network of nerve fibre’ 

Then at length the vessel began to 
slow down Viona looked anxiously 
through the porthole, her colleague 
beside her There waa nothing to be 
seen outside except the sparkling grey- 
nets. Even the landscape was hidden 
ta the atomic vapors Then the 

metal door of the prison-hold rattled 
and one of the guards came In, his 
sadiatic face grinning in ugly triumph. 

"We’re a thousand feet above Nur's 
surface.” he announced, “and that 
means the end of the journey for the 
lot of you. Get moving! We’re not 
wasting any more time than we can 
help ta this place’” He unfastened the 
chains and then stood hock. 

His gun motioned so there was 
nothing to do hut to obey. With the 
stricken look of doom on tbotr faces 
captives from Axilon began to walk 
slowly to the doorway and pasted be¬ 
yond k into the narrow metal cor¬ 
ridor Viona hesitated momentarily as 
she passed the guard, wondering if 
perhaps something could be gained by 
a lightning attack. Though she was 
perfectly sore of her physical ability 
to gain the mastery she nonetheless 
shelved the idea. The vessel must be 
crawling with guards and they would 
soon make short work of her. No; 
better to take everything passively and 
hope somehow that die would survive 
even when stranded oo the hell-planet’s 
surface. 

Around a trapdoor ta the corridor 
the guard ordered a halt 
“Against the wall there yen'll see 
a dozen parachutes. Got them strapped 

♦ * 4 

The Amoaon sold “We'll bo too tote 
ta rescue Viona. You know as well as 
1 do the devastating power of radio¬ 
activity. and I’m afraid Viona Is too 
undlortpllted lo bo able to nail her¬ 
self down ta met a p hys ical control.” 

T know.” Ahna- muttered ‘ Have ta 
hope for the hast. VI, ttet** all After 
all. we’ve only ourselves ta Marne. We 
could quite easily hove tod o Ufo of 
comfortable retirement on Earth, but 
instead we eteoo lo fling ourselves 


she gazed out upon the eternal wastes 
of spam, her attention mainly centred 
on the gray enigma which waa the 
planetary hrata. Her fists clenched 
suddenly, and tee teat them gently 
on the lodge os the Ultra fled onward 
through the depths. 

Ahna glanced through the porthole 
and at length detected the gray umu dge 
la distant infinity Ha gave a shrug 
as he glanced hack toward Ike Amazon 

“la that anything to bo so cheerful 
about? It means that the prisoners, 
including Viona. have been duly left 
on Nur. and some time ago loo judging 
by the distance that vessel has covered 
on its return Hip.” 

The Amazon came across from the 
telescope and through the porthole 
watched the slowly growing smudge in¬ 
tently. The nearer it came the more 
her smouldering violet eyes brighten- 
ed. 

“Here is our chance for the first 
reprisal.” she breathed "Once let that 
machine come within radius of our 
weapons and it will cease to exist! 
One blow and H will he dust!” 

A boa sighed. "Pointless expenditure 
of power, don't you think?” 

“For heaven’s sake. Abna, what kind 
of s man are you?” the Amazon blazed 
at him “Doesn't it mean anything to 
you that those fiends on that ship took 
Viona and the others ta Nur and left 
them there?” 

“Maybe they did. but they're merely 
following out orders. We need to de¬ 
stroy the guiding brain, not the 
minions ” 

“That may be your point of view, 
but it isn't mine! I've had reason be¬ 
fore to reproach you for your almost 
nauseating sentimentality sometimes— 
and this is another example of it.” 


CHAPTER XII 

T 1IE Amazon’s eternal streak of 
ruthlevsness and her vicious de¬ 
sire to exact vengeance ntw the 
chance was within her grasp, 
had to be appeased. In any ease there 
would probably be attack from them: 
they could hardly be expected to let 
the Ultra pass them without putting 
up some kind of show. Unless, there 
being no other spaceships ta the sys¬ 
tem except those controlled by the 
Mizanu. the vessels carried no arma¬ 
ments If • then the Mizanu space¬ 
ship would be a sitting target. 

‘Suppose, came Abna’s voice, as 
the Amazon at last got the vessel in 
the sights of the ejector, “there was 
some last minute hitch and the pri¬ 
soners were not dumped on Nur after 
all? If that did arise Viona will he 
aboard that vessel!” 

“She isn’t.” the Amazon retorted. 
“That machine Is near enough now to 
he within range of wrist-television if 
Viona were upon it. I’ve just tuta a 
look at mine and there’s no signal. 
She isn't there And don’t keep 

trying ta put me eft!” 

Ahna did not any any more. 

“Now are you sadsfled?” the Ama¬ 
zon demanded They're (bring at na 
with some primitive kind of high- 
velocity shell. No doubt they'd pierce 
ordinary armor, but not the super- 
tough hide of the Ultra! Now 1 wonder 
bow they’ll like this ta return?” 

Smiling bitterly ta herself she prem- 
ed the elector s button, instantly there 
flashed from Us snout on the outaido 
of the vessel s super-x-hydrogen shell, 
moving so swiftly ta free space it was 
impassible to follow Us flight. Iu 
moment of impingement upon the 
Mizanu vessel, however, was smre than 
obvious A There was a Minding 
flash of flame, brighter for a second 
than huge Alpha himself. After which 
the flame turned ta searing orange, 
devouring everything within Its radius. 

The ship, large though It was. ooaaed 
ta he. It dripped lata molten metal, 
and this too was vaporized into duet 
under the dreadful heat. The Ultra 
recked slightly in Ns hurtling rush as 
it creeeedtto scene of destruction 
than the drlfilng test whlck ted been’ 
a vassal was toft behind, a gray powder 
oo the face of tnfhteg. 


from Earth ta Alpha Centaur. ~ the 
Ultra came within range of gray, in¬ 
scrutable Nur same three hours later 
In silence the A mums and Aboa task¬ 
ed down upon it. Its whirling, deadly 
clouds illumined by the glare af the 
double sun. 

“A caldron «f death If aver there 
one.” the Amaaoo muttered. ‘Da 
you notice a curtesy scintillation ta 
those clouds. Ahna? It's an amazing 
thought, hut I da believe it's caused 
by radioactivity If so. heaven help 
Viona.” 

"Check up an it while 1 reduce 
speed.” Ahna said, busy with the con¬ 
trols. 

The A mason turned ta the analyzing 
equipment and after a while gave forth 
her pronouncements Her voice was 
unusually subdued. 

To call Nur a hell-planet is aa 
understatement.” she said, returning 
to the porthole and taxing through U. 
“The instruments show a 75 per cent 
output of gamma rays, the full 100 
per cent, made up with alpha, beta, 
x-ray. and otters which don't fall into 
our scientific knowledge That planet 
is nothing more than a titanic ferment 
of radioactivity. It’s a wonder it exists 
as a planet at all; one would almost 
expect U to be a core of sheer energy “ 

“In time It wtll become so.” Abna 
•old. 

“We might go on searching forever 
ta this stuff." the Amazon said hope¬ 
lessly We can’t even see the ground. 
How about making a landing and rite- 
tag a trip outside? I'm prepared to 
take that chance.” 

So am I. but 1 can't see what good 
it would do. We don't know the exact 
spot where Viona is—granting she's 
alive-and the coincidence of us hap¬ 
pening upon her is just too much to 
•xpect.” 

The Amazon was silent for a mo¬ 
ment. gazing onto the incredible scene 
outside, then as a suddeu thought 
struck her she looked at her wrist 
television Nothing It was blank, 
except for an occasional miniature ex¬ 
plosion of sparks as radioactive waves 
affected it. Even if by some miracle 
Viona could be alive and transmitting, 
the outside conditions would have 
obliterated it. 

“There’s one way around Urn prob¬ 
lem—and one only.” Abna said finally, 
after another fifteen minutes of blind 
flying through the murk. “I'm going 
to try and contact her mind J did 
it once when she was lost in the Fifth 
Plane of Matter. If you remember, so 
I can do it again. That is. if she is 
alive. If she is dead then she's beyond 
recall. Here, take over the control* 
whilst 1 sec what I can do 

The Amazon obeyed silently. hand¬ 
ling the switches with the assurance el 
long practice Meanwhile she gave 
occasional glances at Ahna as he sat 
on the nearby wall-bunk, his head in 
his hands, his whdie bearing one of 
rigid concentration. Inwardly the 
Amazon admired his supreme meta¬ 
physical gift*, powers which had in the 
past enabled him ta create an entire 
city by the force of mental conception 
alone Outwardly she resented his 
ability to accomplish something which 
was beyond her. Possibly *he would 
tevor reach Ms metaphysical prowess 
tecauae she was of garth and he af 
Jupiter, which meant that they-were 
eaeh gifted along different lines. 

Ten minutes passed, then Abna sud¬ 
denly looked up sharply, his handsome 
face drawn with strata, yet his blue 
eyos intent and eager. 

^ tee’a alive! 1 can sense 

“She to? Oh. thank heaven!” 

“Pur ns 1 enn determine ate to aton 
conscious. Even if she were uncon- 
•dous U still be able to contact ter 
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The Amuoo hesitaied u He turned 
toward the airlock. He gave a alow 
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Don’t worry about me. VL I'm 
well able to take carpi of myself, 
only way to find Viona is to ai 
And bore I go . . . You’d better anal 
yourself in the pressure chamber for 
a moment whilst 1 open and shut this 
airlock I'm not sure how deadly the 
atmosphere might be.** 

Reluctantly the Amazon turned away 
to the door of the nearby pressure- 
chamber opened It, and then stepped 
beyond. Abna waited until the pres¬ 
sure-chamber door had closed again 
and then he opened the big airlock. 
Instantly there came upon him that 
unbearable tingling and itching which 
had afflicted Viona He disregarded 
It. stepped outside. «nd closed the air¬ 
lock after him by means of the ex¬ 
ternal screws 

Immediately he was amid the con¬ 
ditions which Viona had had experi¬ 
enced before him. hut whereas she had 
found them increasingly too much for 
her he stood for awhile weighing up 
the situation and at the same time ex¬ 
erting his mental control to prevent 
his body being overwhelmed In five 
minutes he was master of the situa¬ 
tion and the unbearable burning sen¬ 
sation ceased. He began to move, and 
then caught sight of the Amazon's 
head and shoulders framed in the main 
outlook port as she watched him in¬ 
tently 

He smiled and waved in the search¬ 
light glare, then went on into the 
murk Within the Ultra the Amazon 
settled herself to wait, gazing after 
Abna until at last his immensely tall, 
powerful figure vanished in the drift¬ 
ing wreaths. 

Here he felt entirely alone The 
searchlight s radiance had completely 
faded—as though it had never been— 
so dense was the intervening radio¬ 
active fog Abna also realized that 
there would be the difficulty of find¬ 
ing his way back to the Ultra for the 
compass which normally pointed the 
way was as useless as all other instru¬ 
ments on this mad world. His only 
chance was to find Viona quickly. Tt 
he did not he must return to the Ultra 
whilst he still knew its direction and 
fasten a steel thread to it whilst he 
payed it out after him in going farther 
afield. 


CHAPTER XIII 

A S he advanced he called Viona 
by name, but no answer was 
forthcoming Ever and again 
he stopped and concentrated, 
until he once more picked up her men¬ 
tal vibrations. They told him an un- 
mistakeable story of anguish, even a 
conviction of near-death. He had to 
hurry if he were not to be too late. 

The darkness hampered him. In 
this he did not have the advantaM of 
the murky gloom which passed for 
daylight for Nur had now turned on 
Its axis and thf night had come—dark, 
deadly night shot through with the 
eternal iridescent sparkle of electrical 


faintly heating In his grasp sad the 
only explanation for continued life In 

what wns nearly death was her - 

human resistance which 
until the last spark was 


Then, unexpectedly. Abna' 
ended, but it probably would not nave 
done so had his attention not been 
suddenly caught by something glowing 
on the leaden ground nearby. For a 
moment he took it to be some curious 
form of animal life peculiar to this 
fantastic planet—then almost immedi¬ 
ately it dawned upon him that it was 
the figure of a young woman lying 
face downwards, most of her clothes 
charred and threadbare. The glow waa 
coming from her body, so impregnated 
was she with radioactivity. 

"Viona!" Abna’s voice caught In a 
little gasp. Even he had never expect¬ 
ed that prolonged absorption of radio¬ 
activity could produce such a startling 
"gow-worm effect. Then, ignoring 
the dangers of contamination, he hur¬ 
ried forward and dropped on his knees 
beside the sprawling figure, gathering 
her up in his powerful arms In the 

- her face turned toward him 

horror deepened In the nor¬ 
tec there was no face left any 


oval, only visible at all by rens 
the ghastly glow of radioactivity, 
of t be bright eyes and merry smil 


■ras her super- 
i was fighting 
i extinguished. 


tally battling against two enemies now 
—the fUTs own desperate plight * nd 


suggested, smiling—and he was met by 
that same incredulous stare. 

“I—I can't believe that I'm really 
here, and safe—and well' Last thing 1 
remember, the exhaustion of pain had 
e The hell world was all 


To this was added his normal, human 
struggle and the horror of beholding 
his beloved daughter reduced to a 
shapeless travesty of a woman 

The distance from the Ultra had not 
been great enough for him to loee 
touch with it and in a short while the 
friendly glare of the searchlight began 
to appear as sn aura through the mist. 
In the porthole the Amazon movod 
quickly into the pressure chamber un¬ 
til the airlock had been opened and 
closed — then she came into the con¬ 
trol room and stared in silent horror 
upon Viona as she lay motionless on 
the wail-bunk. 

1 Abna. is she—" 

•No. she isn't dead.” Abna’s hand¬ 
some face was serious. For that at 
least let us be thankful She’s a pretty 
terrifying example of the effects of 
uncontrolled radioactivity You 

had better keep quiet for awhile. Vi. 
This is going to take ail the meta¬ 
physical power 1 possess to straighten 
her out. as well as restore myself. The 
radiation » at work on me: 1 can feel 
it" 

"I'll get the Ultra into space." the 
Amazon said, and turned woodenly to¬ 
wards the switchboard. And there¬ 
after. once the take-off was complete, 
she remained silent, watching her hus¬ 
band as he knelt beside the stricken 
girl 

An hour passed The Ultra by this 
time had fled far from the terror 
world of Nur and was curving inwards 
in a mighty arc towards the unfathom¬ 
able abode of the Mizanu Watching 
that world as it came upward imper¬ 
ceptibly through the gulf, the Amazon 
set her mouth harshly. In her estima¬ 
tion nothing could be too diabolical as 
reprisal for the pitiless brain which 
condemned its enemies to the world of 
Nur. 

“I believe .the struggle is over." 

It was Abna's quiet voice, having 
within it the tautness of his mental 
labors. He slowly stood up. gaxmg 
upon Viona as she still lay on the 
bunk. The Amazon turned her atten¬ 
tion from the porthole to look, still half 
expecting to see the burned, maimed 
wreck which Abas had brought in— 

But there was no such evidence The 
copper golden hair was no longer sing¬ 
ed to the roots—it was as thick and 
wavy as it had always been. The 
blasted face was calmly reposeful, 
every feature perfect. The limbs of 
her perfect young body were resilient 
again, the flesh copper-tinted amidst 
the debris of the clothes which re¬ 
mained. 

“Satisfied?" Abna asked, pressing 
finger and thumb to his eyes for a 
moment 

‘What a prosaic question for such 
an achievement!" the Amaion whis¬ 
pered. moving forward 

A boa was silent, watching as the 
Amazon looked down in genuine grati¬ 
tude on the restored and sleeping girl; 
then she glanced up sharply. 

"And you? Have you put yourself 
right as well?" 

"Yeo—but it wasn't easy. The best 
thing now. VI, will be first some fresh 
clothes in readiness for Viona when 
she wakes up. and after that a good 
meal That much done we’ll decide 
on the next move." 

The A mason laughed shortly. There’s 
hardly any need to debate that. Is 
there? ft's perfectly obvious what our 
next move must he—the total destruc¬ 
tion of that planetary brain." 

"I know that, hut have you yet de¬ 
cided how? I've been far too busy to 
even five It a thought. I left It to 


So Car nothing has occurred to me 
it will." 



"There is the hell world.’' the Ama¬ 
zon Interrupted, and gave s brief nod 
towards the porthole Through tt the 
receding gray globe of Nur was In¬ 
tensely visible. 

"I found you. straightened you out. 
and here we are." Abna said, a3 though 
hia metaphysical feats were trifling. 
"Now get yourself properly dressed, 
ra’dear. and then we’ll have something 
te eat." 

For .gnawer Viona crosaed to whero 
her father was standing. She laid a 
gentle hand on his massive arm. 

"Words aren’t much use sometimes 
to express one’s emotions, but—Well, 
thanks! Again and again! I've a good 
idea what you must have been through 
and I want you to know I’m grateful." 

Abna only smiled and turned sway 
to the table Thereafter there waa a 
brief interval whilst Viona hurried to 
her room, then in s while she was 
back, freshened up and attired in silk 
shirt and slacks. 

“Makes you wonder " Abna said 
slowly, pondering, "what form of de¬ 
struction there is that could really 
finish us. You know something, you 
two? I begin to believe that we are 
eternal and indestructible. The more 
powerful becomes one’s grip on the 
laws of metaphysics, the greater the 
mastery over elemental forces I've 
learned a lot on this voyage Time and 
again 1 have had to use mental control 
over the physical and it's only been 
that that has defeated death." 

"No doubt of it." Viona agreed, 
taking a concentrate cube "The draw¬ 
back is that only you can do it. I 
tried out there on Nur. and failed 
utterly And certainly mothers oo 
good at it " 

“It takes time." the Amazon said, 
instantly on the defensive "Yeur 
father has been trained that way and 
1 haven’t ... In any case that is not 
the point at the moment. We have 
to work out now some kind of plan for 
the destruction, of the Mizanu. A 
menace like that, and one so utterly 
pitiless, cannot be allowed to go on 
living. We. as crusaders trying to unify 
the Universe and form s brotherhood 
of interplanetary peoples, have to 
finish this particular mission on which 
we’re launched. I don’t doubt but 
what the people of Axilon will be well 
able to form a happy, progressive 
society once the Mizanu is wiped out.” 

“Which." Abna said, “brings us hack 
to the original problem How does 
one destroy sn entire world instantly? 
And instantly it must he so It does 
not have time to think up some form 
of retaliation.” 


With that she turned sway sad 
gathered together the necessary es¬ 
sences and concentrates for a meal. 
By the time she hod set them oat on 
tho table Viona was showing 
of recovery. There was an ol 
dozed wonder in her sapphire 
it aa she looked about her. 

The—the Ultra!" she muttered, lit¬ 
er gel here?" 
caught sight of her 
ter beside the table. 

a 



CHAPTER XIV 

T HERE was a long silence; then 
suddenly Viona gave a little 
shudder. "If only there were 
some way to make the Mizanu 
feel the miseries of its victims! If it 
could experience the horrors of Nur. 
where those hapless people from 
Axilon died like flies on s red-hot 
griddle! That would be justice indeed." 

"Justice indeed." the Amazon agreed, 
her eyes glinting. “I am glad to see. 
Viona. that you have the sense to nurse 
a spirit of revenge when a wrong has 
been done you. Your father probably 
thinks we should do nothing at all to 
the Mizanu." 

"I believe justice should be done, 
certainly." Abna replied. "But Viooa’s 

S is a long way off the mark. To 
•t a whole planetary brain to the 
logs of its victims is outside the 
realm of practicality ..." Ho con¬ 
sidered for a moment; then, "That 
planet is about eight thousand miles in 
dlaaaotor, which is a pretty good mass 
to destroy at one Mow. If we used 
everything we've got on the Ultra we’d 
do no more than make a crater er two. 
We need an overwhelmingly powerful 
cosmic explosion, and even If we hod 
the wherewithal to do that we’d still 
have to consider the safety of the 
WBg t i n i d ostr ay a the 


'a one thing I mb 
liana said, musing 
out to Nur one of the 1 


» □ 

-V- 

sobjact of gamma rays and to my sur¬ 
prise she told me that there are certain 
periods when the power of the Muaou 
is weaker than at others It appears 
that those periods coincide with on 
excessive outpouring of gamma rsys— 
either from Alpha Centaur! or Nur." 

"Which proves what* the Ae*“ 
questioned, frowning 

T don’t know It just . 
the Mizanu is susceptible to gamma 
rays. I’d rather got the idea it might 
be impervious." 

Abna shook hi* head "No living 
tissue, and brain tissue least of all. 
can be impervious to gamma rays 
Thera te hardly anything la tho whole 
universe more destructive Like your 
mother, though. I don’t quite see the 
application of gamma rays to our prob¬ 
lem—not at tho moment." 

’’No." Viona sighed. “Neither do I 
But I would like to somehow tom a 
defeat Into a victory I mean. I was 
compelled to make that journey aa a 
prisoner, and but for it I’d never have 
heard of that gamma ray angle it 
pointed out to me the Mizanu s 
‘Achilles Heel.’ If only we can find a 
way to make use of it somehow. 

For the moment." the A mason sold. 

• lot us consider something practical 
She glanced through the porthole "We 
have not a very great distance to go 
to be within range of that planetary 
brain When we are. we have to Mt— 
That will not ho necessary What¬ 
ever action has to he taken will be 
my affair, not yours." 

The trio at the table started as the 
words reached them They were spoken 
very deliberately, yet with an ley lack 
of feeling which made them shiver for 
s moment in spite of themselves. 

There!" Viona gasped, pointing. "In 
the corner!" 

Her parents were already looking 
at “It." Not that there was anything 
repulsive shout the presence. Indeed. 
It looked like s combination of man 
and woman, with a face that was curi¬ 
ously masculine and feminine com 
bined. 

"What In cosmos te it?" Aboa whis¬ 
pered. "Some kind of hybrid combining 
both sexes?” 

In a way, yes." The presence came 
forward s little so It was plainly dis¬ 
tinguishable in the roof lighting. It 
was not a ghost, either, but a perfectly 
solid being—and apparently of flesh 
and blood, too How It had got aboard 
the Ultra in mid-space was as jet 
something unsolved. 

"Apparently." the presence said, 
with dry amusement, "you do not 
readily recognize s composite of your 
three selves?" 

That’s tt!" Viona snapped her fin¬ 
gers. "It te all three of us In one, 
like an overlapped photograph. But— 
She stopped, plumbing the depths of 
bewilderment. 

•You must realize.” the presence 
said, "that you three are the only 
examples I have of your type of life. 
If 1 were to represent my own type 
of life you would not comprehend It. 
I could, of course, present myself In 
the form of one of the guards, but I 
will not demean myself. They are a# 
a low. primordial type, fitted only for 
the carrying out of orders by bru*e 

Abna spoke first after a long silence. 
“We have been given to understand 
that you are an entire planetary brain 
—yet you appear here as a composite 
of us three. How are we to reconcile 
that?" 

That which you behold before you 
is nothing more than a protection, pro¬ 
duced by the mastery of the brain’s 
vibrations over the elements of matter. 
You, Abna of Jupiter, such an expert 
metaphysical exponent, should have 
grasped that." 

"You mean." the Amazon questioned, 
‘that this projection has been hurled 
forth by you. from your world? That 
in actual fact you are an entire planet?" 

T am. You have heard already the 
story of my evolution: How I began 
simply and then grew«uatil now I am 
the all-powerful MIzMfc master of 
Axilon and future controller of ^ 
Universe Up to now I 
little action aga 



gulf to your world, so 1 may aa 
know te advance what kind of p 
I Ml hove te 
to say I foreset 
The p r es ence 
then sal down oo a 
In the corner. It 
thjs ww ooty a 
tdrtalm* 


well 
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“Ye*,” 

Mt vtrjr courageous Up 
to new yes are qutlr the highest form 
of mentality I hove encountered You 
oven hove • lair know lodge of science" 
•Of which you have had little ex¬ 
perience as yet,** the Amazon retorted 
ve n omo u sly. “Your ruthless brutality 
and oppression will compel us finally 
to use our science to the limit, and 
when that happens—’* 

-It will not happen, the presence 
interrupted "It was because 1 realised 
you were getting your men to 11 tie* to 
work to deckle how to overcome me 
that I decided to act. The game of 
watching is over, as far as 1 am con¬ 
cerned. sad 1 have decided that you 
shall be treated as the Axilonians 
have been—and will be again when 1 
have readjusted myself to their rebel¬ 
lion You must learn that defiance 
of the Mtraau it impossible 

la It?" Suddenly the Amazon 
whipped a gun from the rack close 
beside her and fired it. But to her 
amazement, ihe jet of destructive flame 
changed to a rod of ice even as she 
pressed the button The point of the 
ice rod struck the presence in the 
chest, broke, and fell in javelins to 
the floor. 

Do 1 make myself clear' the 
presence inquired “You. Abna of 
Juptter. have quite a good control of 
material things, but 1 aui far more 
advanced than you. 1 did not turn 
your lire to ice. Amazon of Earth, to 
save the projected image You cannot 
in any case harm that. I did it merely 
to show my control—the control which 
will break you. Or. better still, which 
wiit make' you my servants until I 
grow Ured of discovering how you of 
a far-distant world react." 

The gun dropped from the Amazon’s 
rigid fingers and she sat motionless, 
her eyes fixed oa the manifestation ' 
In turn Us eyes fixed upon her and it 
seemed to be through this visual 
medium that the far-distant brain kept 
her under complete control. 

Abna and Yiona exchanged glances, 
then abruptly Viona got to her feet 
"I believe you caught my mother at a 
disadvantage'" she declared spiritedly 
She is herself an expert in hypnosis 
and. had she been mentally on guard, 
she could have . .** 

Child of Earth, be silent You are 
merely tiresome Sit down and do not 


could, to any < 


prapaae to give you the opportunity 
Let yarn journey c o n ti nu e' 

"And if I refuse?" Abna asked 
coldly. “I believe that If I drove this 
machine far eomigh away from your 
world there would Anally come a poin* 
beyond which your influence could no- 
reach. Yau have the mastery now be 




and drive yeur machine to but war 
the presence stated implacably. "And 
you will do U now.** 

"No!" Abna shook his head and per¬ 
spiration trickled down from his brow. 


Viona aat down, nor did she move 
She was as utterly petrified as her 
mother. Abna looked at the pair of 
them, comprehending at last that here 
was mental power unbelievable—a vast 
and coldly scientific hypnosis, the like 
of which he had never encountered 
before in his cosmic wanderings 
"You.” the pre s ence said abruptly, 
“are a different proposition entirely. 
You have made a study of metaphysics 
where you two companions have not. 
Nevertheless. X remain sanguine of my 
ability to rule you as I have them." 

For answer Abna got to his feet and 
stood in majestic silence, prepared for 
anything which the intellectual titan 
chose to fling at him. 

"Yau until continue on your journey 
to my planet, the presence stated, 
"but you will not endeavor to devise 
Not that you 


o. but 1 do net even 


lastly. 

"I will not! Giant though you may 
be. you cannot break nee down! 1 re¬ 
fuse to obey. . . 

Silence Like the Inexorable tighten¬ 
ing of a thumbscrew, Abna could feel 
wove upon wave of mental compulsion 
bettering against him. He stumbled, 

he fought in anguished alienee, but 
with relentless Inevitability he took a 
step toward the switchboard, then an¬ 
other— Then another. 

"Continue your journey!" the pres¬ 
ence said at last, and with that it 
melted into thin air 

Abna did not see the "manifestation” 
depart His eyes were fixed dead 
ahead of him toward the brain world 
—but they were eyes which were blank 
and dead Abna. the lordl> meta¬ 
physical master of Jove, had met his 
mental superior 


CHAPTER XV 


T HE Ultra landed on the world of 
the Mizanu an hour later—and 
though Abna. Viona and the 
Amazon all saw the landing, 
and experienced all the sensations com- 
patiabic with it. they had the impres¬ 
sion that it was all a dream, that they 
were thousands of miles from the 
actual happening 

Mechanically. Abna unscrewqfj the 
airlock and opened it. then he stepped 
outside A subconscious nudging told 
him that he should first have consulted 
the meter-, registering external condi¬ 
tions. hut 1 k> did not do so As it 
happened, the air was breathable 
enough, while the temperature was 
about the equal of that existing on 
Axilon. 

Without looking at each other, not 
speaking, and entirely unarmed, the 
trio started a steady march They 
were leaving the Ultra behind them 
Abna always able to exercise more 
mental control than either the Amazon 
or Viona. was the least submerged in 
the intellectual tide and for this rea¬ 
son — though he was not powerful 
enough to exert his full individual will 
—he was able to absorb the details 
around him ami wonder subconsciously 
at the biological marvel which had 
turned this planet into a brain world 
The ground he and the two women 
were traversing at the moment was 
not ground in the normal sense It 
had a curious sponge-rubber quality, 
an amaaing elasticity, which seemed to 
infer that it was more a hard, fleshy 
fibre than anything else. . . . And it 
was everywhere as far as the eye could 
■ee—a great plain of it. ridged in 
places and rising up here and there 
into huge hummocks which could be 
nothing more or less than hypertro¬ 
phied Clusters of cells. 


requires no material structure by which 
to express itself This fact he had 
learned in a sojourn to the ultimate 
of ail intelligence. Yet here was a 
colossus of a material brain, the only 
known medium for "interpreting” 
thought, believing itself to be com¬ 
plete master of the situation 
Trees, vegetation, the products nor¬ 
mal to a world — these had gone. 
There was nothing but this everlasting 
plain of incredible cellular substance, 
its heart no doubt in the ruined city. 
This was the Mizanu. tl 
which had foresworn to 
nate alt the Universe 
Here and there, on their way to the 
city, the trie caught glimpses of small 
huddles of buildings which had same- 
how survived the tentacle daws of the 



crater, lay a 
_ gay, feature¬ 
less. yet vibrantly alive. 

The trio stopped, simply because 
they were commanded to de so. They 
stored at the incredible "thing" in¬ 
credulously. 

"You gaze upon the Mizanu. tra- 
from afar " The thought - 
were as distinct as spoken 
"You behold before you the 
seat of reason, the core of the brain 
which covers this entire world And 
you are fools enough to think you 
can be defiant’" 

The trio made no comment because 
they were incapable of it. 

"You know my story, my history." 
the thought-waves resumed "I was a 
scientist, a single individual, and de¬ 
stroyed my race with a blast of mental 
power—albeit accidentally Some of 
the lowlier types remained and they 
have since become guards. That is my 
brief history. The r a d i o a ctive com¬ 
position of till? planet fed the ever¬ 
growing ceils and now you see the 
cumulative result." 

The mental control relaxed slightly 
and the three vaguely wondered why. 
then it occurred to them it was 
ably so that they could make res[ 
if they wished Since they still 
raained silent, the thought-waves came 
again, and with them a return of the 
full control. 

"As 1 staled earlier through the 
manifestation. I shall be interested 
to obs er ve yew reactions—and. fur¬ 
ther. you need to fully understand 
that my power is infinitely superior 
to yours Or are you satisfied already 
on that point’’ Doubtless you will re¬ 
call that even the insulation around 
your space machine did not prevent 
my producing a projection within your 
vessel From that alone you should 
appreciate bow utterly impossible it is 
to defy me.” 

Abruptly. Abna mad»* a tremendous 
mental effort, and held it tong enough 
to a&k a question: 

"If you do not fear us. if you are 
so absolutely sure of your own power, 
why do you take the trouble to keep 
laboring the point 1 * Those who are 
assured of mastery never even consider 
the other side. . . You betray your¬ 
self. Mizanu You are afraid!” 

The vice-hold of the hypnosis re¬ 
turned. crushing out the remaining 
thoughts which Abna had formed. 

“I merely seek to remind you to be 
prudent, for your own sakes—nothing 
more. I observe that your mentalities 
are different in operation from the 
fools who toil on Axilon. which ex¬ 
plains why my hypnosis did not con¬ 
trol you while you were there. That 
can easily be adjusted. I have de¬ 
cided to send you to Axilon where 
you can work with those whom you 
imagine you have helped. I know that 
they have revolted and need the neu¬ 
tralizing machines to temporarily sus¬ 
pend my power — hut that stole of 
affairs cannot last. When I have tired 
of observing how you react, and have 



passed through Abpa'* confused mind 
as he tramped on. the Amazon and 


rally feU at amjUmum spee d into 

.,%»»E5sc 

the tremendous stress thrown upon 
them. Hare ami^thors so me M ^ th e 

set-up was w r en ch ed ■Bonier— And 
tar the three themselves it was an If 


Complete blackout < 
their minds. They lay flat oa the floor, 
so tightly pressed to it they looked 
as though they were in bas-relief 
Two seconds and the UUra was be¬ 
yond the Brain planet’s atmosphere. 
Four seconds and U was a 
miles away, already having 
the incredible speed of light. 

Two million miles. Three Four Five 
million Ail trace of the Brain's 

power was gone and the Ultra still 
flashed on with inconceivable velocity, 
unguided, catapulted through the awful 
depth less reaches of infinity 
♦ ♦ ♦ 

"What in croatloo happened' Viona 
asked, rubbing her aching forehead. 

"From the look of it—plenty!' Abna 
stored through the porthole, and then 
frowned. Still frowning, he moved to 
the power plant and inspected it. The 
Amazon caine across to his side 

Exhausted she said, looking at it. 

"Completely And there was enough 
copper in there under full current, to 
take us half way back to Earth Where 
we are I haven’t the slightest idea ’* 

"Can’t see tt matters much any¬ 
way ’’ Viona commented, gazing on to 
eternal space We’ve escaped from 
that overgrown genius, and that's the 
main thing.’’ 

"So vie have ” Abna gave a little 
start as he remembered Then he 
looked at the Amazon That means 
we must have covered a tremendous 

distance ’’ 


CHAPTER XV! 


S HE turned quickly to the control 
board and began to study the 
instruments At length she gave 
a whistle of amazement 
"Believe it or not. we achieved the 
speed of light in exactly four and 
three-quarter seconds from the take¬ 
off It’s a wonder the whole ship 
didn’t fall to bits under that strain, 
and ourselve> with it. After which, 
judging from the slop-meter> here, we 
went on building velocity until we 
reached the unbelievable speed of 1S- 
plus the speed of light' That’s about 
four times faster than our speed from 
Earth to Alpha! It sets at naught ail 
the'preconceived ideas about the limit¬ 
ing velocity of light.” 

“We’ll slow down to something rea¬ 
sonable. then decide what comes next.” 
Abna decided, and croased to the spare 
copper blocks which the \xilonian 
workers had—providentially—put there 
in case of need. To put one in the 
matrix was only the work of a mo¬ 
ment and then Abna restored the 
current, this time directing the recoil¬ 
ing energy through the forward tubas. 
With the passage off time this "brak¬ 
ing” manoeuvre, the only one possible 
in space, would begin to have an effect. 

Turning from the power plant, he 
found the Amazon immersed in mathe¬ 
matics as she consulted the 
ments and the void. 

"I do believe we’re lost 
astounded. 

Viona said: "Iff the Brain 
we’re lost in space it’ll be 


aide of him. They reached the Ultra 
eventually and entered tt asechanicalty. 

closing the glrleeh; then Alma turned 

- 


aware off that baleful { 
his every action. 

He cl ose d Urn 


a did net b adg e . Instead he an- 
I: "X urns* safer as aw owa will 

' Smb** ^ to chasms 

St Ato m ceaX MJahmSSydfI 
as rues, than cams the hateful taw 



"Wouldn't it be better.” the An 
asked, "if we determined bow to ■ 
find the Brain world again before wo 
start congratulating ourselves oa an 
easy victory?" 

*Trabahty.” Viona admitted "Bat 
it's nice to Indulge in wishful thinking 
sometimes Personally I don’t think 
we'll ever find the way bach, » why 
•at let tt drop? We ll crusade seaes- 
where else new wettest this far" 
The Assasos shook Mr hood stow l p. 
if I spend the root of eternity oa 
the job. Ml find that monstrous pfanot 
again and doom* 1L And. from 
the general standard, tt la only fa 
embryo, hat as Haw gees on Its power 
will menace eyery pfanot ta the Uni¬ 
verse You don’t suppose tt wfll he 
easiest with just staying chained fa 

» *r n- 

ASP 
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c*lU through free spare without harm. 
Those cell* can fall on other worlds 
and slowly mature That Brain can 
spread everywhere If we don't stop it.” 

"Yoor mother U right." Abna eon- 
firmed ui the fir! looked at him Tor 
the sake of everythin! detent and the 
cause to whieh we have committed 
ooroelves. we must find the way back 
and free the unhappy people of Axllon 
—and overcome the threat which 
broods over the entire Universe As 
to what method of destruction we can 
adopt without getting too near to the 
Brain-world and falling in its influ¬ 
ence again well. I'm beaten at the 


Hie reflector plate At the sound of 
the two womens footfalls he turned 

fluickly 

"Something about a million miles 
in front of us." he announced, "and 
at the speed we're going at we'll reach 
it very quickly I'm trying to dis¬ 
cover what it is. but there’s no sign of 
anything. 1 don't see that it can be a 
dark star, otherwise wed feel the 
gravity-pull, and the meters don t reg¬ 
ister anything at all. It's not large 
whatever it la." 

“It couldn't have been there on the 
outward journey or we d have crashed 
into U," the Amazon said. "It's ar¬ 
rived since—" 

“1 see it."' Abna interrupted "Look!” 

He indicated the reflector • plate 
quickly The two women looked in¬ 
tently on a rugged, uneven mass blot¬ 
ting out the stars ahead Since there 
were no near stars at this point in 
space, the dark object was not even 
faintly illuminated The only sign of 
its presence at all was revealed by 
the starry area which it was enguif- 


are going to have a happy holiday. 
There'll be grim danger every mo¬ 
ment—the danger that the Mixanu will 
detect you." 

"Even if he does he can only put 
me to work, as he intended doing with 
ail of us Anyhow. I'm not scared. ’ 
Vtone's blue eyes were bright with 
excitement again "When I got to 
Axllon what do 1 do?" 

"Keep yourself alert for my mental 
communications." Abna answered. 

You’ll be without a lead helmet and 
will stay without one since—unless 
you're detected—the Miianu s mental 
wavelength will not affect you 1*11 
mentally advise you of everything your 
mother and 1 are doing, and you in 
turn can direct the Axiioaiaus to safety 
It’s a big assignment, m’dear. Think 
you can handle it?" 

Viona laughed. "Nothing easier— 
providing that the Mizanu has not 
succeeded in overcoming the rebellion 
in the meantime. He did say some¬ 
thing about getting it under controL" 

No plan la perfect." Abna said 
philosophically “We'U have to take a 
chance on that. . . Right then, we'll 

drop you on Axilon as unobtrusively 
as possible, and after that you’ll he 
on your own until we can pick you up 
again The telepathy will not be one¬ 
sided either. You must advise me 
when the lead shelters are ready since 
nothing can be done with Nur until 
they are." 

•Everything will be all right; rely 
on me.” 

"Which leaves us with the final 
point." the Amazon commented. "How 
to destroy Nur. eight thousand miles 
in diameter.’’ 

Again the spell of thought, then 
Abna turned and studied the Ultra's 
weapons Finally he shook his head. 

We ve nothing powerful enough 
there to create an instantaneous ex¬ 
plosion sufficient to blow Nur to 
pieces Even if we dumped every 
explosive we’ve got on Nur and sup¬ 
plied them with delayed-action fuses 
so they'd all explode simultaneously. 

1 don’t think we’d produce anything 
more than a dent " 

Again the silence, but no conclusion 
seemed to he reached Finally Abna 
got up from the table and looked 
down on the two women seriously. 

"Something will probably occur to 
us by the time M's needed It’s very 
rare for us to find a barrier we can't 
hurdle.’* 

With that he turned again to the 
switchboard and took a reading. Their 
speed had dropped amazingly and was 
now well below that of light-velocity. 
The rear of the Ultra was now ablaze 
once more with stars and nebulae 
since light waves had caught up—hut 
even so there waa no sign of the Milky 
Way, so vastly far had they come Into 
the depths of space. 

"You two hod hotter get some reel." 
Abna said, glancing across. “We'U bo 
a while yet before we reach zero and 


citediy on the porthole run. "The 
hulk * trailing along to rearward, keep 
uig »U divtsace and the velocimeier 
say* our »peed la slowly increasing 

again ” 

This waa a fact and in a few more 
minutes the battle waa over The 
overstrained bumming of the power- 
plant subsided to the normal buzzing 
and the Ultra's velocity returned to 
what it had been before the check. A 
mile to rearward fled the great maaa 
of abandoned rock, all 3.000 miles of 
it. held immovably by the attractors. 

Once he waa hack on the original 
course, however, Abna cut out the at¬ 
tractors as superfluous—and the great 
asteroid still kept pace with them at 
the same distance, having now fallen 
into an organized gravity field It was 
a case of the midget pulling the giant 
and the chain between them was the 

If. . meteorite," the Am»» Mid ,nvU,b '* ° ne « r * vtt » 

"That’s the only explanation One of * * * 

the slow moving variety which has Hours passed and, as before, the 
drifted across our course That explains Ultra built up in la the incredible 

why we didn't encounter it on the way velocity of Id-plus the speed of light, 

out—or if we did we were too blacked which at maximum meant that it was 

out to hear the alarm system Certain- travelling at the incomprehensible rate 

ly we didn't get hit by it or our detec- of 3.348.000 miles every second And 

tors would have registered the deflec- this. nour upon hour aad hour upon 

tion." hour, meant that the enormous dls- 

"Far mm than a meteorite. Viona 
corrected, looking at the computing 

instruments Look at the size of It! “J * a Till m X 

Clone on 3.000 miles across' U s a 

small asteroid—’’ *° “»•> were compelled to return to 

.... . , „ the point from which they had started. 

.. Al * coming close mighty fast! but with the difference that w the 

AMU darted across to the control board meantime the entire "»»« of the Ual- 

“*■5 *• *• • we *7* ,he Ultras verse had turned slowly on its great, 

headlong Might clear of the ponder- imponderable axis, thereby creating a 
ousty moving hulk. If a collision oc- different angle of approach to the 
eunrod with it the impact would prob- Alpha Ceniauri system. Not that Jus 
ably smash the Ilk* s armor-plating, signified Just as long as Alpha him- 
densely thick though it was. self was visible, the rest was siaaple. 

By this time, thanks to the space And Indeed Alpha was at last visible, 
machines velocity, the wandering as- though the throe inside the -pace na- 

terold was visible to the naked eye chine were still lost in the depths of 

through the portholes—or rather its unconsciousness. Alpha first appeared 
presence was noticeable by the black as a pinpoint in the abysmal deeps. 
Irrecular lake swallowing up the stars. and thereafter grew with awesome. 
With the seconds it became larger, but frightening speed—gradually becoming 
swinging away to the right now as obvious as a binary when Proximo. 

Abna carefully changed course. ihe eternal companion of the starry 

“Have to gel back on the original g“®*. also assumed visible proportions, 
course afterwards." he said, as the Since everyth mg was perfectly cal- 
Amazon came to his side. "It's clearly rulated. the copper block in the power 
Marked on the stop-needle there so plant expended itself in almost the 
there’ll be no trouble about that. Keep- same time as its predecessor on the 
ing on course is our only chance of outward journey, the fractional dis- 
finding the way hack to Axllon and— ’ trepaney in time being accounted for 
“I’ve got an idea!” Viona gasped sud- & lh * time *» anchoring the bulk, 
denly. twirling on her heel If only it Th “ meant that the Ultra ceased to 

wiM work—’’ 3 increase velocity sooner than Abna 

•• K ___ 4I H1 AK „. mmL . _ had calculated, whioh was all to the 

lv LTiml to Kood tor he awoke to weightless con- 

*1- V? “ ditions to find Alpha Centauri aad 

asteroid nearly on top of us— the attendant worlds perilously close. 

"But that's just it!" Viona was Immediately he propelled himself 
nearly dancing with excitement "Can to the switchboard and cut in the 

you anchor it somehow? Tow it along artificial gravity Then he hurriedly 

with ua?” replenished the power plant with 

"What in cosmos for?" more copper and switched on the 

“For use later as a sort of battering forward tubes to maximum Even so 
ram to hurl at Nur. If we could get it was plain it would be touch and go 
enough velocity behind the asteroid we whether the vast speed could be mas- 
could make good use of It!" quickly enough to prevent the 

“It's a stroke of genius!’’ the Amazon veMCl »iU*g far be yon d the Alpha 

exclaimed. "No reason why we can’t system—or, worse still, being unable 

do it. Abna. The asteroid's wandering U> lu / n M*de in time and instead be 

tone and Is quMe unchained. We'U get huge Alpha’s gravity and 

a pull back as we throw the power into ** dragged into him. 
the attractors but once we've got the Silent, his handsome face shadowed 
hulk in our grip M will follow us with- with doubts, Abna watched the ft rt- 
out resistance with no major gravity to approaching system; then be became 
impede It" aware that the awakened Amazon and 

Abna only nodded; he had too much Viona were at his side, 

on his mind to indulge in actual w o rd s . ~We made ft. then 9 " Viona a*k*d 
Carefully he watched his chance, then brightly 

aa at last the huge bulk fled past at a "Yes—and rather wo xnroixfuiiv 

safe distance he threw In the power of j* m .f-.w# . — 

a* ?«T «ttr.cyr, Fn»n them wt* in Urn*. * <£5 


"I'm net." Viona said simply, and 
her parents looked at her in surprise 

"You have some kind of plan?" The 
Amazon was locking frankly doubtful 
Why shouldn't I have?" Viona de¬ 
manded. a trifle belligerently “Be¬ 
cause I'm young doesn't prevent me 
having inspirations, does it? The 
thing's preuy easy Simply wipe the 
Brain-world out with gamma rays.” 

There was silence in the control- 
room Viona waited earnestly, then 
she looked disappointed. 

~T thought I’d got a good idea. 
Sorry . ' 

“U s absurd, the Amazon said, irri¬ 
tated We can’t just blot out a whole 
planet with gamma rays—just like that! 
We haven't the resources, for one 
thing, and for another we d never get 
near enough to the Brain-world with¬ 
out falling under its influence " 

“I’m talking about Nur!" Viona 
slapped her hand on the table. “I 
told you before. That worker who 
told me about the Brain relaxing its 
power when gamma ray influence is 
excessive That proves the Brain can¬ 
not stand up U> gamma rays. All right 
so far?" 

Keep going." Abna invited 

"Nur ia obviously a world in a state 
of extreme instability, in the process 
of severe mutational changes For that 
reason it must be positively fluid 
inside and one mighty wallop would 
probably disintegrate it completely. If 
that happened there would be a dis¬ 
sipating deluge of gamma rays, and 
probably other rays besides, which 
would sizzle the Brain-world and 
everything on it to a crisp." 

“The child x right' Abna breathed. 

"To get back to the Alpha system 
within anything Uke a reasonable 
time." Viona said, "we’ll need to 
accelerate once again to 18 times plus, 
the velocity reached on the outward 
trip." 

Abna shrugged. “Simple enough. 
We survived it on the journey here, 
so we’ll survive it going back. That 
docs not present any problem at all. 
So having worked out that much, 
hadn’t we better determine how we 
are to warn the Axilon tans when we 


There was a long silence as each 
thought the mailer out carefully. 


ently. “It will even Mock cosmic rays, 
which art shorter than gamma. And 
Axilon is well supplied with lead In 
Its underworld." 

Abna nodded slowly. “By this Hie 
let's hope most of them have taken 
our advice and made helmets out of 
the stuff The only suggestion I can 
think of is to have them build vast 
numbers of load shelters and stay 
within them at the aero hour, or at 
toast until they get our signal that the 
gamma radiation has dissipated." 

"And how do we do that?" Viona 
aaked pointedly. “They don't know 
anything about radio aad that’s our 
©nip means of keeping In touch from 
ajtotance. If we supply them with a 
radio set tt will mean earning within 
mn#e of the planetary-brain. I don't 


anything with a metallic content. Evt- 
denly the asteroid had such a renfawt 
tor the Ultra immediately jerked vto- 
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MfnM( between Itself ud the ceurse- 
indteetor Um 

We re doing it," A boa whispered, 
his face drawn with strata. “And not 
a s econ d toe soon either. Tee. I eea 
■save her new. She’s aaaaoouvrable 
again and we*re well below the veloc¬ 
ity el light now Yea. we’ll be okay. .. 
Viona. how’s the hulk getting op?” 

“Still in step.” Viona looked through 
the rearward prism “Keep on like 
that as long as we wish it to." 

The vessel under complete control 
el last. A boa relaxed a trifle and sur¬ 
veyed the distant Alpha system pen¬ 
sively Then finally he looked at Viona 

“Viona. we now face the problem 
of getting you to Axilon without mak- 
fhe ourselves conspicuous—and we ll 
be more conspicuous than ever with 
this hulk chained to us. In fact, it is 
perfectly obvious that as far as the 
Ultra U concerned, no landing can be 
attempted anywhere while this hulk is 
near us It would crash us completely 
due to the gravity pull.” 

“All of which your bright little 
daughter has already thought out'" 
Viona spread her hands “What I am 
going to do is use the emergency ship, 
by which I ought to avoid all obser¬ 
vation.** 

“Yes, it's about the best way.” the 
Am*ion admitted 


CHAPTER XVIII 


I T was an hour later when at length 
the correct position in space had 
boon attained, and without any 
interruption from Brain-planet, 
either. And here, with the speed 
slowed almost to zero, the task of 
remaining stationary in space, and also 
keeping the hulk at a respectable dis¬ 
tance. became a matter of mathe¬ 
matics. It meant Jockeying into posi¬ 
tion. even receding from Nur itself, 
until that planet’s gravitattve field no 
longer set up a disturbing influence 
Aa a float result, the Ultra came to a 
standstill at approximately 400.000 
miles from Nur. there to remain until 
the circumstances warranted the dis¬ 
patch of the hulk to destroy the radio¬ 
active planet. 

“Which means there’s nothing for it 
now but waiting and watching.” Abna 
sighed, gazing through the port once 
more “And that is always the hardest 
thing to do . Maybe I should spend 
moat of my time relaxed. I'll be better 
able that way to sense VIona’s concen¬ 
tration when she communicates.” 

No sign of anything so far, 1 sup¬ 
pose?” the Amazon asked. 

“Net yet. 1 hardly expect It. She’ll 
have to orientate herself even when 
she has landed — granting the Brain 
does net grab her.** 

The Amazon frowned with momen¬ 
tary anxiety, then with a shrug she 
turned to the charting bench and 
began to busy herself with a maze of 
equations Abna frowned as he 
watched her. 

“Whyfore all that? We’re perched 
safety enough here with gravities 
counterpoised, aren’t wo?** 

“That isn’t the problem now.** The 
Abmson danced np briefly. Tn work¬ 
ing out how we can hurl this hulk at 
Nur and yet pull free ourselves. We’ve 
got to know exactly what we’re doing 
when we do start, otherwise we’U be 
la mortal danger of crashing. . . . That 
doesn’t mean that you need to lend a 
hand, though. I’m perfectly capable 
of working this out by myself. You 
beep your mind clear In readiness for 
Viona." 

* ♦ * 

Viona. In the meantime, had to her 
t onahtarshlf surprise and relief, made 
the landing on Axilon without mishap. 
She put down bar escape from the 
planet-brain’s attentions to the fact 
that the si imp anc j projectile woo ae 


telescopically from the b rain -w o rld. 
Ob Um other hand, since it was physi¬ 
cally Impossible fer the Brain itself to 


to ever see the three from far^MUrth 
again, and th i r ago ra Um MUtary mind 
of Viona had at! made ns math aa a 

•B* SSLi’SKL. 


toward her. themselves carrying 
weapons For a moment she could not 
decide why they looked so odd—just 
like old photographs she had once seen 
of Germans in a far-gone World War 
II; then it occurred to her U was the 
lead helmets which conveyed this 
impression. 

Approaching more closely, the leader 
of the workers gave the signal to bis 
colleagues to lower their guns, then he 
came forward with hand extended in 
greeting 

“Welcome back, comrade, from a far 
world We had been wondering what 
had happened to you since your 
parents departed to find you on Nur—” 
The worker glanced about him. “Bui 
where are they? Why is your space 
machine so small?” 

“They are somewnere near Nur.” 
Viopa answered “That space machine 
Is only an emergency one I had to 
come here as secretly as possible in 
case the Mizanu detected me I have 
much to arrange with you. so please 
listen carefully ” 

Willingly It will be more comfort¬ 
able at our headquarters, though. 
Come along with us.” 

Viou* nodded and fell into step 
with the guards Those who had never 
seen her before gave her covert 
glances, but apparently their leader 
was already acquainted with the three 
from Earth even though Viona herself 
could not recall having seen him 
before 

“How does ihe rebellid^progress?” 
she inquired, as they made good speed 
toward the slave city. 

"Excellently, thanks to the advice 
given us by your mother and father. 
We lost no time in securing lead and 
fashioning rough helmets, which you 
see us now wearing. If the hypnosis 
neutralizers should be put out of action 
—which so far they have not been— 
we shall remain uncontrolled by the 
Mizanu As for the rebellion itself, it 
has now spread through three-quarters 
of our world. There being a consider¬ 
able supply of lead throughout the 
planet, helmets are being made in the 
tens of thousands. But though they 
give us immunity from the Mizanu 
they do not unfortunately contribute 
anything to his overthrow.” 

That is our task." Viona replied. 
“And that is why I am here By our’ 
task, i mean that of my father, mother 
and myself.” 

And. once the headquarters in the 
city wore reached, she wasted no time 
in explaining wrhat was intended. She 
did not give the details only to the 
few guards who had met her spaceship, 
but to the great crowd of helmeted 
men and women who had been gath¬ 
ered together specially to hear her. 

Surveying the interested but un¬ 
comprehending workers as she talked. 
Viona could not help but realize how 
little they understood the scientific 
implications. Her explanation of how 
it was intended to smash Nur to pieces 
with a small asteroid was clearly quite 
beyond comprehension. The unscien¬ 
tific Axilonisns simply gazed like chil¬ 
dren watching a conjuring trick. 

“I do not ask any of you to Join in 
the scientific activity concerned with 
the Mizanu’s destruction." Viona con¬ 
cluded That is left to us of the 
distant Barth. We said a long time 
ago that the Mizanu would find our 
science a power to reckon with, and 
the critical moment is not far away. 
What you have to do Is protect your¬ 
selves against the onslaught when it 
comes, and the only way to do that la 
ta build yourselves lead shelters as 
quickly as possible.’’ 

‘That.” said the leader of the work¬ 
ers. “should not ho too difficult. We 
have all the labor we need, and wo 
know that we can trail you of Barth.** 

“The alternative to building shelters 
—and by far the quicker way If it can 
ha done — is to go underground to 
regions which you know art heavily 
surrounded with lend, and there to 
atop until I give you the word that all 
Is well for you to emerge to the sur¬ 
face again. If. though, the land under¬ 
ground is dose beside aa area of radio¬ 
activity it must not bo need. The (Un¬ 
ger would be wor se than ever. You 
understand your planet's internal for¬ 
mation hotter than 1 do, to what Is 


“That ia exactly what 1 want yon to 
do. and your entire planet must hi 
included Not.a single part af it Is 
Ukely to escape the overflowing radi¬ 
ations of gam m a rays whoa Nur Is 
destroyed. The eoe quarter af this 
world which U still under the Misanu’s 
domination must be quickly brought 
under your own control and neutral¬ 
ized against the hypnosis.” 

’That will be done, and—’’ 

The guard paused and stared at 
Viona in surprise. The vital animation 
of her personality had mysteriously 
evaporated, as had her intense eon- 
central ion upon her subject. Instead 
she was gazing straight out before her, 
suddenly finding herself battling 
against overwhelming waves of com¬ 
pulsion Even as she did so. fighting 
with everything she had in her, there 
merged into view an exact duplicate 
of herself, attired identically, standing 
not half a dozen yard* away. Immedi¬ 
ately the workers moved back hurried¬ 
ly. staring in fascination at what they 
at first believed was a scientific di¬ 
mensional miracle produced by the 
Earth-girl herself It was only as the 
apparition spoke in a hard, mechanical 
voice that they realized the facta. 

"Woman of Earth, your mental vi¬ 
brations have Just reached me—the 
Mizanu—and I speak to you through a 
projection of yourself I was unfor¬ 
tunate in not detecting you quickly 
enough to hear your speech to these 
fools of workers but 1 am quite con¬ 
vinced that you are on Axilon for no 
good purpose—as far as my control is 
concerned Thanks to you and your two 
colleagues I have not yet succeeded in 
mastering the revolutionaries—but I 
shall That can wait for the moment, 
my demand Is to know why you are on 
Axilon again, when you returned from 
outer space, and particularly where 
your colleagues are Now answer me!” 

Viona remained silent In awe the 
workers stared at her. then at the 
apparition It was a few moments be¬ 
fore it dawned on them that the dread¬ 
ed Mizanu was back of the manifesta¬ 
tion. but once this fact penetrated 
there was a growing murmur of anger. 

“It is the Mizanu!" one of the work¬ 
ers shouted “it has overpowered the 
Earth woman with hypnosis, operat¬ 
ing through that projected image! De¬ 
stroy if” 

"Kill it!" 

“Break the Mizanu’s power!" 

Instantly the workers surged for¬ 
ward and. though their weapons were 
of the most ordinary kind—for they 
had not the least idea how to operate 
the ray-guns which had been taken 
from various captor-guards—they did 
their best to destroy the Image of 
Viona as she stood coldly impassive a 
few yards away They threw her to 
the ground, battered at her with their 
weapons, fired very primitive bullets 
into her but when at length they 
withdrew they discovered that, though 
the image s clothes were torn, the 
image itself was unharmed. Not * 
mark, not a scratch, and as though 
Jerked by strings Viona II stood on 
her feet again. 

Viona herself watched aU this and. 
though deeply in the grip of hypnosis, 
had enough individual will loft to 
know what would really give ber tha 
protection she needed. A lead helmet! 
But when she tried to put the request 
Into words she found her tongue In¬ 
capable of speaking. She could still do 
nothing but gaze fixedly in front of 
her. 

Since it will evidently he difficult 
for me to obtain from you what I de¬ 
sire, with so many revolutionaries 
around you.” her image resomedT 
shall deal with you on my own world. 
Go to your space machine immediately 
and make the Journey!” 

Viona hesitated, struggling with 


bottled that she could not win. Been 
her father, master of metaphysics, hod 
(ailed, at what chance did she aland? 

“ D o as y ou ar e t o M! " 

Viona began moving sieWly. placing 
one foot before the other with pon¬ 
derous deliberation, her heads at her 


CHAPTER XIX 


S TILL asoviag at the same robot- 
like pace Viona gradually Ml 
the city behind and returned 
with meahanlral stops to the 
oaa or g an c y machine. She hod kg now 
ce as ed ie exercise any effort to mo tor 
the hypnosis gripping her. but that did 

L Ar niKrnnaf inisa aoalllg» 

not prevent ner jupniiimtuun *»•■■■■ 
tion of the fact that she was now 
powerless to send any telepathic com¬ 
munication to her father, and without 
it he would be in a considerable dil¬ 
emma 

AU definitely useless speculations aa 
far aa Viona was concerned. She en¬ 
tered the emergency machine, closed 
the airlock, and then lay flat on her 
face on the floor, the only way in 
which she could travel in such narrow 
Units. Gazing blindly through the for¬ 
ward port she closed the main switches 
and the vessel immediately lifted, 
streaking out towards the looming gray 
mass of the planet-brain world. 

How. long the Journey took she did 
not know for her conception of time 
was completely dulled She enly know 
that the brain-world gradually grew 
larger in the gulf and that she moved 
the switches which gave her a safe 
landing on the peculiarly spongy sur¬ 
face of the planet. 

This done, she opened the airlock 
and stepped outside Immediately the 
force which had been ruling her seem¬ 
ed to increase it* power and. as though 
seized with actual hands, site found 
heraelf turned about and impelled for¬ 
ward. Thuswlie she marched steadily 
until finally she reached that great 
crater where lay the pulsing hemi¬ 
sphere which was the core of the brain 
world. And as on that earlier occasion 
she could sense the battering of mental 
waves against her 

“1 have been endeavoring, woman of 
Barth, to mentally locate where your 
two colleagues—or rather your parents 
—are. Since you were flung with them 
into outer space when I lost control 
of you. it is logical to assume that 
they returned when you did Why 
did they not go to Axilon with you? 
Are they alive or not*" 

Viona was silent 

“I do not propose to be balked. 
Earth woman’ Where are your 
parents*" 

Tn—in space." Viona gasped 
“That does not answer the ques¬ 
tion!” 

Viona shook her head dumbly. Then 
she gave a little cry. again clapped her 
hands to her outraged head, and then 
collapsed on the crater's edge 

WOO 

“It ia strange " Abna said, frowning, 
“that Viona does not send any com¬ 
munication It’s 48 hours since she 
must have landed on Axilon." 

The Amazon said: There may be a 
donen and one reasons why Viona can’t 
communicate The other alternative is 
to try to mentally locate her—as you 
did when she was stranded on Nur. 
Can that be done?” 

“Ill try.” 

And Abna did. Closing his eyes he 
remained motionless before the huge 
window and. in that singular way he 
hid. gradually lost himself in concen¬ 
tration. The Amazon waited, com- 
er quiet, doing nothing to disturb 

“She’s alive.” he said presently. T 
ran sense that much—but Judging from 
the strength of the mental radiation 
Mm la somewhere much nearer than 
Axilon . . .** 

"The only place nearer is the hrain- 
piaaet itself!” the Amazon said. 

8he turned to the telescopic equip¬ 
ment and focused It upon distant Axl- 
lao. Using the ultimate in magnHkm- 


face carefully and then gave a sigh. 

"Mo Wtgp of anything happening 
there. For that matter we don’t knew 
if none hod time to tali them to build 
lood shelters We ll enly know about 
that when suffkdeot time has elepoed 
for thorn tn hove done someth tag Un¬ 
til then.” The Arnoaon stepped 






need shelters.... You are p r op n r o d to 
Ibm it to am to make the oaoaamry 
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ail with which to nip dawn to AxBm 
and see if the people know whet s com 
tag.” Abna joid. ^“We^re Just stuck hi 

thm always* to. 1 11,1 iSTmh'iat'rS 
think of at the amaat la to try end 


and 1 aaMkt sat 



THE COSMIC CRUSADERS 


•*IWr» - » no 'M«h<’ about I ha 
Amm interrupted Whermr you 
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ftey y ou tf til pwribie Were do! 

that rite Weighed in the bsl- 
JMe* you are ter More Important (has 


mtodr. difficult to |»d«e htf mm 
M a rti ans. 1 get glimpses of frustra- 


Md ■Mger, ted never oaee of fear 
■m mam. evidently fighting the brain- 
world all by herself. Vtona Is not 


««• perilously close to es 
haiastion So ter, foil s wif 
breakdown before the oaslai 


extreme ex* 
if her initial 
laugbt of the 


at her. Bat for four 
ad eights she hod boon u 
r drink and with only th 


reason for your visit to Axtioo Since 
I hove failed by osenUl means 1 shall 


"In accomplishments ye*. but 
Cheat heavens. Vi. you’re not suggest¬ 
ing we make so attempt to save Viooa, 
are you?'* 

The Amaaon hesitated, her beautiful 
face rtaarly expressing her immense 
indecision Then gradually her mouth 

tightened 

If somebody has to be sacrificed it 
moat be Viooa the least important of 
•ur little band of three.” 

"But, VI. she’s our daughter and—" 

"Do you think 1 don't realiae that?" 
The Amaaon'• voice was harsh with 
emotional strain ‘Whatever personal 
■retime ii ts we have in this business 
have got to be eclipoad by one fart— 
n«»Hp. that H is more important for 
this Main-monstrosity to be destroyed 
than It Is for Vlona to be rescued We 
have our mission to carry out, no mat¬ 
ter what " 

Abna was forced st last to a reluc¬ 
tant acquiescence "Not often I agree 
with you. Vi, as far as Viona is con¬ 
cerned—but this time I've got to Per¬ 
haps something will turn up before we 
need to go ioto action. We ll keep a 
constant watch on both Axilon and the 
brain-planet 

“And keep Viona mentally tuned 
In’ as well At least we ll have some 
idea from that if she s still alive ” 

8© It was decided and thereafter the 
“waiting and watching game was in- 
“ ,Us str>in because of the 
plight of Viona But at least she was 
•H** Jbe passing hours revealed that 
quite clearly to Abna And. whilst she 
was alive, something ought surely to 
be possible to save Tier? To this end 
he devoted every scrap of high level 
intellect, turning over idea after idea 
in his mind. 

♦ * a 

Four days later, by Earth-time, there 
came a change in the monotony The 
face of Axilon was becoming marked 
out in a curious patchwork of gray 
squares Under the fine focus of the 
telescope they revealed themselves 
clearly as squat cubes with one small 
fl P Mte g each, presumably a door 
Around them, visible as energetically 
moving specks, were the busy forms of 
the Axllonians themselves. 

“That’s one relief anyway." the 
A mason said, when Abna had also 
studied the scene carefully They're 
qpicfciy erecting tens of thousands of 
lead shelters. That means that Viooa 
■art have had the opportunity to tell 
them What to do before she was pre- 
sumaMy snatched away to the brain- 

"And It also looks as though the 
Mteanu is not aware of the purpose of 
thoae shelters otherwise he wouidhave 
made a move by now to destroy them 
Poartbly even." Abna continued .low¬ 
s'; *"*i*»nu » trying to learn from 
Viooa why she returned from Ax Hoc 

The A m a son nodded, her face arim 
“Which will mean . good deal of Cen¬ 
tal torture for Viona. It s even doubt- 
fol if rtm-M he able to wltlwtaod the 
brain * demands What Is your 

latest mental reaction gmcerning her?" 

t /7«nr confused. iCrcs no dooht 
that she has rccovcrad consciousness 


lay on the edge of the crater which 
aa ntead the core of the Brain, stir- 
!*■« M«nr »otal lash¬ 


ed indistinctly, her «yes half dosed. 
"Such as you cannot resort to physical 
fores’* • 

Thoae whom 1 rule can You shall 
*e#.“ 

Viona relaxed, not caring, her aaind 
utterly numbed—but she stirred pres¬ 
ently and looked op aa the sound of 
footfalls reached her. 

She beheld four of the brute-men 
who acted as guards an Axilon advanc¬ 
ing towards her. So much she had just 
grasped when they reached her and 
(lagged her to her feet She hung 
heavily in their grasp, too mentally 
drugged to make say effort to save 
herself 

"There are two questions this Earth¬ 
woman must answer . . .** Viona could 
feel the asental orders being radiated 
to the guards. "She must say where 
her parents are, and she must also ex¬ 
plain the reason for her visit to Axi¬ 
lon I cannot get any information from 
that planet le explain the reason for 
grayish squares which have recently 
come Into being. Make her speak!" 

The order was entirely to the taste 
of the guards’ sadistic natures At the 
end of ten minutes Viona was limp in 
their grasp, her face and body numbed 
and cut from a dozen merciless blows. 
But she still bad not uttered a word. 

"Possibly the woman cknnot speak 
because of my domination over her 
mind ” The Brain seemed to be 
considering this. Then. "Whilst you 
have her in your grasp she cannot 
escape so 1 can temporarily withdraw 
ay hold over her so she can answer. 
Try again!" 

The sudden lifting of that dreadful 
deadening power which had bona 
clamping her doom for noarty five day* 
and nights was to Vicua an antettag 
thing Her own individuality and con¬ 
trol of herself abruptly returned. With 
it her crushing lassitude faded and. 


parched from thirst, she was no longer 
on the verge of near collapse She was 
her own mistress again, and that was 
the vital point 

For all that she remained silent as 
the guards again began to go to work 
on her. A savage blow struck across 
b* r t bnttaed face; a heavy boot lashed 
brutally at her ankle; a hand seised 
her left wrist and twisted her arm in¬ 
exorably up her back—then with dev¬ 
astating speed Viona hit hack. 

She spun around on the man twist¬ 
ing her wrist and smashed up her left 
tt* •'tth *tt her strength He yelled 
•ftte pain of hla broken Jaw. stag¬ 
gered backwards, then fell into the 
o #l f r ®J" la lnteg *he hemisphere of 
•*»•* *** very fact was sufficient to 
disturb the Brain into a violent fear 
for Us own safety. A severe Mow on 
any part of that essentially neuronic 
effect 1 *** C ° Uld produc * devastating 

Not that this concerned Viona. She 
realised that the Brain was man con- 
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or hitting power. The second 
man went down with a streaming 
msc and a broken arm. The third and 
fourth leaped, and found the girt was 
not there Instead, was behind them. 
■*» mm was between them, 

locking her arms round the hecks of 
tbemen’s necks and then dragging In- 

PMwMnrtL* 1 ^ 1 ^ ^ P unuli!ui 

«Uy. without realixingH, thTteS 
« «£m used by her fantartle 


foB> of the frost 


perspiration streaming doom her face 
She could feel the mental turmoils of 
the Brain aa H endeavored by mental 
tMIBhlrtM m force the fallen guard 
frMi the crater into which he had 
PfniMd. The broken jaw had blacked 
Mm out ter the time being so he just 
lay. his feet thrust into the delicate 
tteue substan ce which doubtless 
caused the Brain not a little anguish 
_ Md art wait for any more 

Finding no compulsion was bei ng used 
directly upon her she ran ss fast as 
•hr could go in the direction of the 
emergency veseei. As far as her cloudy 
remembrance could help her. it lay 
perhaps a mile and s half away She 
h ad to flnd It—-and before the Brain 
nailed her down 

The machine loomed up dimly at 
last under the stars, just as she had 
left it. Frantically she hurried for the 
open airlock—just as iron mental com¬ 
mands voiced down upon her She 
halted in her tracks, stunned by the 
intensity of resumed hypnosix 

"Return to me. woman of Earth! 
Return’ Return!" 

Viona remained motionless, breath¬ 
ing hard Evidently the Brain had dis¬ 
covered her departure and. its own 
worries notwithstanding, had reached 
out to step her If she gave way now 
it was the finish She would never re¬ 
cover the Initiative . . 

The airlock was no more than six 
feet away She stared at It dasedly in 
the starlight. 

"Return!" The command roared and 
battered down the corridors of her 
aching mind But. deep down within 
her. was the age-old law of self-preo- 
ervatten. stronger than any command 
the Brain could utter She did not 
meekly turn around and walk hack to 
instead she threw the 
last sh reds of her phyiscal and mental 
power into a forward effort She ad¬ 
vanced step by step She touched the 
3“ ‘fJ* tte ? ir look and battled 
with frantic anguish against the claw- 
jJJJ "»yi fingers striving to pull 

,Jtt* dragged herself through the air- 
joek as though weighed down by count- 

'SI, ?SSS\** tte air¬ 

lock shut behind her and collapsed on 

{)Mr. In here, thanks to the insu¬ 
lt**?*: the mental compulsion was 
slightly lessened 

-*. Her » Mttre r ‘*Mr hand reached out and 
tte main power switch. The 
small power-plant hummed and in a 
•udden burst of exhaust the vessel took 

jJL*!** **« * I T‘ Vlon * matched 
* h ™ u * h dimming eyes, her brain 
reeling now under the awful fury of 
tt* PfM* 1 Brain s hatred. It had de- 
£2fj, u JJ»a*hlne’s departure and its 
■aUee knew no frontiers. Lashed 

smarts -sm rr- 

at maximum. 

flashed cut Into the deeps of space— 

But not unobserved Both Abna and 

■Jpe until there was no longer any 
» the emergency machioe! the 

SSsSSfefflSB 

itu|Why_doesn’t she communicate. I 

Ml at the rate 
she s, frtng. and her speed it evi¬ 
dently aa she can eeeape the com pul 
rtau ef the brain-world." Abna sur¬ 
veyed the hurtling emergency machine 
ll!2"f h ?***"* Md then turned 
badk In the Amanau. "She won’t hi 
•hytt*®#, M the direction she’s taking 
airt well catch up with her later . . 
which means were not waiting any 
lM0>r. VI. Judging from the look of 
£*3TL3S? ** tt* PttMt has tU crude 
lead shelters ready Thorn who con 
■undue, must We’ve got to art." 

Tie Amazon nodded quickly Tm 


the Amazon increased the voter* 

until they were within 5 000 mNes at 
the radfo*rth« wo» kti surface sad 
well inside his v. uvttutionsl field 
Then she abrupt Iv used the retarder 
rockets and side jets Instant* The 
Ultra changed direction and shot off 



men lifted her from her teat At 
tee had bar fingers taterleeked 
_Md this ter the 

TH® 


sj» wM t» the comrol board 
»*»«« AM* Mak-aMa* U (he mmt- 
netk attractar equ*mart. Bath ef 


ort been wrong Chained by Mur’s 
Brevity, the stronger power the hulk 
went on in a straight line, daws la- 
ward that gray iaseratable world 
The Ultra sti steed and shivered un¬ 
der the ecusb tried pull of both Mur and 
the hulk, teal by using the power-plant 
te maximum sad trusting to the asathr- 




they wave going to do. 
Irt had shown they could 
» the Ultra ha¬ 


lt had tana. Then, regardless at the 
preamires produced by extreme vote- 
city, she hurtled the vessel ort lute 
the deeps as fast ss it could possibly 
go—until the explosion of Bur momen¬ 
tarily arrested her efforts 

Abna pressed a lever and radiation- 
proof shields—transparent nonetheless 
—shot across the portholes Through 
them he and the Amazon stardd upon 
a disintegrating world and. for all their 
scientific imagination they had never 
anticipated it could look like this 
The instant the hulk struck Nur, 
travelling at thousand* of miles an 
hour, the unstable rotten planet 
smashed like an eggshell Light of 
Minding intensity flared into the void, 
the core at which contained fast dissi¬ 
pating waves of deadly energy They 
wore moving outward st the speed of 

& snd must have engulfed the 
-brain in a matter of seconds 
overtook the Ultra and set the 
instrument’s needles dancing, but they 
did not penetrate the proofed walls 
since their power was already weaken¬ 
ing. Viona s machine they would 
never reach for she was a million miles 
and more away by now. 

“Let us see what happened." Abna 
■aid at laat, when the cataclysmic dis¬ 
turbance had quietened into a mighty 
sea of cosmic debris 

He turned to the telescope and 
looked long and earnestly on the Alpha 
■yatem as It slowly sped away from 
them. Then the Amazon too* his 
place and intently studied a brown, 
blistered planet which had been a 
brain. Nowhere was there a living cell 
left. The gamma rays had reduced 
that stupendous neuronic tissue to 
chaired, flaky dust and even revealed 
glimpses of barren but normal planet 
beneath. Intensely radioactive as yet, 
but in time 

“Well, the job s done." Abna said at 
last. "Axilon seems in reasonable 
shape so it’s a safe bet that the ma¬ 
jority of the folks survived under their 
lead shelters. Enough of them anyway 
to build up sn ordered society freed 
from that monstrous oppressor ’’ 

"We could go bark and see." the 
Amaaon said, turning to the switch- 

“Wc could — but why? We’ve done 
our job and we have nn part in their 
society. Besides, there must be other 
tasks awaiting us ss Crusaders—way 
out there. " 

He nodded to the vasty deeps beyond 
Alpha; then abruptly he swung his at¬ 
tention back te the telescope. For a 
long time he peered through it, circ¬ 
ling it around the great dome which 
gave an uninterrupted view at all 
sides. 

"There she is!" he cried at length 
"Viona still going. Keep up this pore 
and we’ll catch her In thirty minutes " 

"And if she’s dead?” the Amazon 
asked grimly 

“She isn’t 1 can sense her mind is 
still alive, which means tee is She’s 
deue a great jeb. and suffered plenty. 
But ae matter, it will make her a sea- 
sooed p ion ee r . . Abna brake off 
and grinned "Once she’s beck with 
as we ll celebrate, and then back te 
burturite sire’ve started a need cause 
by freeing the Axllonians. There ssust 
be ether pra tes ms in the Herne! 
depths at space Perhaps even ort 
there to the great Milky Way Galaxy 
rteofleu wondere d ^ what kind at 

Ham, srjr****** *" d *"* 

’’If they’re alive, they hurt.” the 













